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to 

St Polycarp of Smyrna ^ 

who was St John's disciple; 
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THE BELOVED DISCIPLE. 



CHAPTER I. 

PJ^OLOGUB, 

It has long been in my heart to write a little 
book about " the Disciple whom Jesus loved/' 
His raiment is very shining and exceedingly 
white ; his crown and all his coronets are very 
resplendent; and his love for Jesus and Mary 
has raised him to a most burning throne in that 
kingdom of our Father, where " one star differs 
from another star in glory," and where " the iun 
and moon stand still in their habitation," as the 
great deep of the hearts of the Redeemed utters 
its voice and lifts up its hands on high. 

Yet I speak the simple truth when I say 
that I feel deeply how weak any words of mine 
must be to set forth his glory. Stilly iVvow^ 
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I feel this, I feel also that I must say what I 
can about him. And he will accept the will for 
the deed. He knows how much I love him, and 
how much I desire that others should love him 
too. I am certain also that no one can help 
loving him, who meditates on what he was to 
our Lord. At any rate, my words may bring 
before us some faint shadow of his beauty — 
two or three little gleams from the splendour 
of his throne. 

He is loved and worshipped wherever the 
names of Jesus and Mary are known, wherever 
Christ is preached, wherever the Gospel is read. 
He is not only inexpressibly dear to the 
"Sacred Heart of Jesus, but he is also inexpres- 
sibly dear to the Immaculate Heart of Mary ; 
and what is true about him with regard to our 
Lord, is true about him with regard to our 
Lady : he is the Disciple whom Mary loved. 
Some time ago I wrote in "Sursum" a few 
words about him ; but I want now to do some- 
thing more than that, and to try to make him 
more worshipped, more loved, more trusted. 
Every one who thinks of him must feel that 
there is about him a strange attractiveness. As 
to myself, he is, and ever has been to me, a cloud 
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by day and the brightness of a flaming Are by 
night. I never can remember a time when my 
heart was not bowed down before his sweetness 
and his grandeur. In the dim twilight of memory 
there rise up before me my love for him and 
my wondering joy at the place kept for him in 
the kingdom of our Lord. The more that I 
look back and try to remember, the less I can 
And any beginning of my devotion to him. 
When I first wondered about the flowers, and 
the birds, and the stars, and the Angels, St John's 
light overshadowed me, and seemed to interpret 
to me things that without him I never could 
have understood. I remember when I first saw 
the sea, and how I stood entranced above the 
white-crested waves. I remember how my heart 
leaped up when I saw the great breakers crash- 
ing against the rocks, and driving the tangle 
along the sand. I could not have been much 
more than seven years old then ; but I could go 
to the place now. I remember, too, when first 
the fear of the judgment fell upon my soul ; and 
how I cried, as I was reading about the place 
where " the worm dieth not and the fire is not 
quenched," lest I should be condemned to that 
place of torment, and be cast o\A itotxv 0^^^% 
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That was about the same time that I first saw 
the sea ; it must be nearly forty years ago ; but 
I could go to the very room now. I know 
where I was standing, and where the Bible was 
lying that I was reading at the time. But I 
cannot remember when St John's glory broke 
upon me ; nor can I remember any days when 
that glory did not seem to me, in proportion to 
my knowledge, much what it seems now. He 
must have come to me before all my earliest 
memories, for he mingles with them all. Then 
I was not in the visible Church of God ; and I 
used to think that no creature could have any 
office, any grace, any glory, greater than those 
that had been given to him ; for I was always 
overwhelmed with wonder at those words of the 
Holy Ghost, "there was leaning on the breast 
of Jesus the Disciple whom Jesus loved." Now 
indeed I know that there is a creature's glory 
brighter than his, and a creature's beauty greater 
than his, and a creature's heart sweeter and 
stronger and more majestic than his ; but other- 
wise I have not changed, except that my know- 
ledge of him has increased, and my love for him 
has deepened. I trust him more than I ever 
did ; and I have reason to trust him always. I 
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know what he has been to me, and what he has 
done for me ; how I should honour him^ how I 
should worship him; when the outer darkness 
rises before me, and I see the fiery torrent of 
eternal death go sweeping by. I am not claim* 
ing for him any place that has been given to 
others. He was not the Lawgiver of Israel, like 
Moses; nor the glorious Prophet carried from 
the world in a chariot of fire, like Elias ; nor the 
Precursor of our Lord, like St John the Baptist. 
The Church was not built upon him, as upon 
Peter; nor does he hold Peter's keys. He is not 
the Patron of the Church, like St Joseph ; nor the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles, like St Paul. But 
he is the Disciple whom the Holy Ghost has 
marked out as "the Disciple whom Jesus loved.'* 
These words of the Spirit of God are to him a 
deathless inheritance, far wider, far deeper, than 
the sea. They are to him a royal diadem and 
crown of glory, marked out by the splendour of 
its shining, even amidst the dazzling crowns of 
those who tread the golden pavement within the 
walls of the New Jerusalem. It is because of 
these words that I have ever loved him, that I 
have ever bowed down before the majesty of his 
throne. As he lay upon ttit bt^^'^X. ^l ^^^>^^ 
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here, so I believe — not as if I were comparing 
his place with the place of Mary — that in some 
heavenly way, by some divine charity, known 
to the infinite wisdom of God, he lies upon the 
breast of Jesus now, in the heavenly City, 
where they drink the new wine with Him in 
the kingdom of His Father. I believe that he 
will lie there to all eternity, when the number 
of the elect is fulfilled, and the great Sabbath 
of the people of God goes on for ever. 

I know that I can write nothing worthy of 
his wisdom and majestic love. If one of the 
Seraphim would fly to me with a live coal taken 
from the Altar, and would touch my mouth or 
my heart, I might say something that I wish 
about this Beloved Disciple. But, as this cannot 
be, he will forgive me if, seeking his glory, I can 
only speak with stammering lips, only shadow 
forth the heavenly mysteries that were revealed 
to him. At any rate, whatever good I may at 
any time have done, I acknowledge, with all my 
heart, that he has done it. And, when I have 
sinned, I have sinned against his warning voice, 
and against his uplifted finger. When I am 
dead, perhaps some persons may read this book ; 
and, if they get any good out of it, I trust that 
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they will say a prayer for me on his festivals ; 
for I have a hope that I may get out of Purga- 
tory, either on his feast at Christmas, or on 
that day in the month of Mary which is kept 
sacred to his memory, in that he was a martyr 
in will before the Latin Gate. 

And certainly I hope and pray that he may 
be thinking of me and helping me when I come 
to the end of my life. When death, kindly 
though terrible, merciful though stem, shall lay 
his hand on me, and lead me down into the cold 
river and the dark valley, I pray that I may go 
forth from this prison-house beneath the bright 
shadow of "the Disciple whom Jesus loved." 
The Angel-guardians will be there rejoicing, as I 
humbly trust ; and the light and love of Mary's 
heart, if only I be faithful to the end, will be 
falling on me as I go. In that last moment of 
hope, may the Beloved Disciple take me by the 
hand, and lead me to the sight of the Face that 
was spit upon for me, and to the vision of the 
Face of God. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE DISCIPLE WHOM JESUS LO VED, 

It always overwhelms me with wonder when I 
read or hear these words, or think about them. 
The love of the Holy Ghost seems to burn in 
them like the fire of the Lord that is ever kindled 
in Jerusalem of the saints. They rise before 
me like a great mountain of glory, whose top I 
cannot see. They spread out before me like a 
great sea of glory, which grows brighter and 
brighter as it stretches beyond my sight. Once 
I thought, as I said before, though that was 
when I was in Egypt, that no election of any 
creature could be so full of blessedness. Now, 
as I also said, I know that the sea of St John's 
glory is a little pool compared with the glory of 
Mary ; that the mountain of his love is a little 
hill compared with the love of the Immaculate 
Heart; that the many diadems on his head, 
lighting up the city of God, are dim when seen 
in the brightness of those twelve stars of Mary's 
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crown, which are the fulness and perfection of 
all created glory. But except this, except the 
singular prerogatives and graces and glories of 
the Mother of God, there is still to me nothing, 
amidst all the wondrous blessings which God 
has given from time to time to His elect, that is 
so overwhelming and so attractive as this testi- 
mony of God the Holy Ghost about St John, 
this singling him out by the unerring finger of 
the Spirit, even from amongst the chosen Twelve, 
as " the Disciple whom Jesus loved." The more 
that I think of these words, the more they seem 
to grow in glory, till they become so bright and 
so dazzling that I can see them no longer. 

There are three others who have the blessed- 
ness of being marked out in the Gospel as loved 
by our Lord. There is, indeed, a fourth, whose 
fate always seems to me to have been more un- 
utterably sorrowful than that of any other person 
of whom we know, — I mean the man who came 
to our Lord and asked Him what he must do to 
" receive life everlasting." The Gospel has these 
words: "Jesus, looking on him, loved him." But 
he could not receive the words of eternal life. 
He listened to what our Lord said, and then, 
" being struck sad at the saying, he went away 
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sorrowful, for he had great possessions." What 
a glory was waiting for this man ! He might 
have had a place in Heaven near the throne of 
St John. He might have been amongst those 
who are most loved by Jesus, and are nearest to 
Him in the kingdom of His Precious Blood. 
But he went away. He turned his back to the 
splendour of the light. He is like the five-and- 
twenty men whom Ezechiel saw in that most 
fearful vision of the idolatries of Jerusalem : 
** He brought me into the inner court of the 
house of the Lord ; and behold, at the door of 
the temple of the Lord, between the porch and 
the altar, were about five-and-twenty men having 
their backs to the temple of the Lord and their 
faces to the east, and they adored towards the 
rising of the sun." He stood close to the true 
temple of God, and might have entered its holy 
of holies ; but he went away from the Life, be- 
cause he adored the flickering lights of earth, 
which are nothing but outer darkness. There 
are many very sorrowful things in the history of 
the world and of the Church ; but, bearing in 
mind what our Lord felt for him, there is no- 
thing that I know of more sorrowful than this. 
Now 1 go back to the three. We read, 
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" Jesus loved Martha^ and her sister Mary, and 
Lazarus/' Of Lazarus himself it is written, 
" Lord, behold he whom Thou lovest is sick." 
These words, blessed and thrice blessed as they 
are for those of whom they are written, seem to 
me, at least, to stand between words that tell 
us of our Lord's love for all men, and the words 
that tell us of His love for St John. ** I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love ; " ** He 
loved us and gave Himself for us : '* that is His 
love for the whole world. But then there is 
His special love for His canonised saints ; as 
we might say of St Charles Borromeo and St 
Francis of Assisi, ** He loved Charles and Fran- 
cis." In this way, I think, He loved Martha, and 
Mary, and Lazarus. Then there comes His love 
for His twelve Apostles ; and St John is chosen 
from among them, and is called " the Disciple 
whom Jesus loved." 

And the meaning of these words is inex- 
pressibly deepened by the circumstances of the 
case. It was on the very night of the Passion, 
when the shades of agony and death were 
creeping over the Sacred Heart, that St John's 
head rested on the breast of Jesus. Our Lord 
was in the midst of His Apostles; His soul 
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was beginning to be exceedingly sorrowful, even 
unto death ; and the anguish of Gethsemani was 
already casting upon Him the shadow of its pain. 
Then St John lay upon His heart. 

Again, the Apostles were greatly wondering 
amongst themselves as to which of them should 
be the traitor of whom our Lord spoke. Peter 
was there, the first of the Popes, the founda- 
tion of the Church, the shepherd of the universal 
fold ; but he did not venture to ask our Lord ; 
he knew, as they all knew, that there was only, 
one Disciple who ought to ask Him ; he 
knew, as they all knew, the love of Jesus for 
John. Let nie here take the words of the Holy 
Ghost Himself : " The Disciples therefore looked 
one upon another, doubting of whom He spake. 
Now there was leaning on the breast of Jesus 
one of His Disciples, whom Jesus loved. Simon 
Peter therefore beckoned to him, and said to him, 
Who is it of whom He speaketh ? He there- 
fore, leaning on the breast of Jesus, saith to Him, 
Lord, who is it? Jesus answered, He it is to 
whom I shall give bread dipt." Let any one 
meditate on these words for a little while, and 
then say what he thinks about St John. 

We see indeed in this the greatness of our 
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Lord's charity. St John is lying on His heart, 
stayed up with flowers, compassed about with 
apples, as the Bride says in the Canticle of 
Canticles, and fainting with love. He has been 
brought into the cellar of wine, and is under 
the shadow of Him whom he desired, and the 
fruit of the tree of life is sweet to his taste. His 
Beloved speaks to him ; and his heart is moved 
at His words. He has found Him whom his 
soul loveth. Before them is the cup of spiced 
wine, and there also is the new wine of the 
pomegranates. It is a prelude of that Fruit of 
the Vine which is to be drunk, ever new, in the 
kingdom of the Eternal Father. High and 
beautiful rise round them the mountains of aro- 
matical spices. The Beloved is in His garden, 
and is soon going to the garden of Gethsemani. 
His left hand is under St John's head, and His 
right hand embraceth him. "Greatly," says 
St Bernard, or one in his name, " greatly did 
Jesus love him whom He exalted with such an 
honour. O ! how sweetly he rested who rested 
on the heart of Christ 1 O blessed Apostle of 
God, disciple of Jesus, holy John ! would that I 
might wash with my tears the feet of Him on 
whose breast thou didst merit to lie ! Would 
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that I might be able to see, even from afar, the 
Face of Him on whose heart thou didst merit 
to rest so sweetly in thy mystic sleep V* 

Again, since that time until this time count- 
less souls have fed' upon the Living Bread 
which came down from Heaven ; countless 
souls have all but seen the Beatific Vision, all 
but looked upon the face of God, in Holy 
Communion. Since that time until this time 
myriads of souls have gained strength, and 
comfort, and perseverance, and confidence in 
God, from the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 
Tens of myriads of souls have seen the Sacrifice 
of Calvary continued and drawn out in the 
Sacrifice of the Altar. And from the Altar to 
Purgatory there has been a ceaseless stream of 
the Precious Blood, bringing rest and refresh- 
ment to the holy Souls, and taking them from 
the waterless prison to the City that stands on 
the River of the water of life. The Incarnate 
Love of God was instituting this ever-blessed 
Mystery of the Altar when St John was lying 
on His heart 

I feel what I ought to say about this, but I 
cannot say it. The mystery is altogether too 
deep for me, and too high. The Seraphim, or 
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the Cherubim, or the Thrones, or St Michael, or 
St Gabriel, could tell you something about it, 
but I cannot. I only can say this : at that 
Paschal Supper, amidst such mysteries as these, 
when the Incarnate Word of God was going 
down into the darkness of His agony, " there 
was leaning on the breast of Jesus the Disciple 
whom Jesus loved/' 



CHAPTER III. 

ST JOHNy APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST. 

Now I will go back in the order of time to the 
vocation of St John as an Apostle. He was a 
disciple of St John the Baptist, and was that 
other disciple who was with St Andrew when our 
Lord called him. " The next day again John 
stood, and two of his disciples. And, seeing 
Jesus walking, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God. 
And the two disciples heard him speak, and 
they followed Jesus." " Andrew, the brother of 
Simon Peter, was one of the two who had heard 
from John and followed Him." The other, no 
doubt, was St John the Evangelist himself. But 
this was only the first call for St Andrew, and 
also for St John. They had a second and final 
call with their brothers, thus spoken of in the 
Gospel : " Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, 
saw two brethren, Simon, who is called Peter, 
and Andrew, his brother, casting a net into the 
sea, for they were fishers. And He saith to 
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them, Come ye after Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men. And they immediately, leaving 
their nets, followed Him. And going on from 
thence He saw other two brethren, James the 
son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship 
with Zebedee their father, mending their nets ; 
and He called them. And they forthwith left 
their nets and father, and followed Him." This 
was their calling ; and then He named them : 
** To Simon He gave the name of Peter; and 
James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother 
of James, He named Boanerges, which is, the sons 
of thunder." This name was meant to express the 
sublimity of their doctrine, and their zeal for the 
kingdom of God. We know how they preached, 
and laboured, and suffered, and died. But we 
have no writings of St James in the Sacred 
Scriptures, though there is an Epistle written by 
his namesake, the first Bishop of Jerusalem. As 
to St John, never has there been anything more 
like the divine thundering from the midst of the 
living creatures and ancients, and from the midst 
of the throne, than the beginning of his Gospel : 
*' In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God. All things 

B 
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were made by Him : and without Him was made 
nothing that was made. In Him was life/' As 
an Apostle he wrote his three Epistles, and as 
an Evangelist he wrote his Gospel, just after he 
had come back from his exile in Patmos, where, 
as the great Prophet of the New Creation, he 
had written his Apocalypse. Let us hear what 
Saints and Doctors have said of the writings of 
this beloved Apostle. St Jerome says : " St 
John was the last Apostle and the last Evan- 
gelist, but Jesus loved him most of all ; he 
it was who lay on the breast of the Lord, 
drinking in the purest streams of doctrine, 
and who alone of all the world merited to 
hear from the Cross the words, 'Behold thy 
Mother/ He was living in Asia when the 
heresies of Cerinthus, Ebion, and others, who 
denied that Christ had come in the flesh, were 
gaining ground. These are they whom he de- 
nounces as Antichrists in his Epistle, and whom 
the Apostle Paul so often and so vehemently 
assails. At the request of nearly all the Bishops 
of Asia, and because of similar messages from 
many Churches, he was, as it were, compelled to 
write more deeply about the divinity of our 
Saviour, and to approach the very Word of God 
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Himself, not with a rash, if I may venture to say 
so, but with a happy boldness. Ecclesiastical 
history relates, that, when his brethren were 
pressing him to write, he said that he would do 
so, if they would all unite in a general fast and 
prayer to God. As soon as the fast was finished, 
being drenched with revelations from God, he 
proclaimed the reward that came from Heaven : 
* In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God.' " So far 
St Jerome ; there are others who say that his 
Gospel was written amidst thunder and lightning 
and earthquakes, as God gave the law to Moses 
on Sinai. And all agree that he was represented 
by the eagle in Ezechlel's vision : " As for the 
likeness of their faces, there was the face of a 
man, and the face of a lion, on the right side of 
all the four ; and the face of an ox on the left side 
of all the four ; and the face of an eagle over all 
the four." Cornelius a Lapide says, " As Isaias 
surpasses all the Prophets in sublimity, so John 
surpasses all the Evangelists : and, though the 
last of them as regards time, he is the first of 
them in dignity. Wherefore he is compared 
by Ezechiel to an eagle, which flies higher than 
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all other birds. His dignity and sublimity and 
pre-eminence, and consequently his obscurity, 
may be gathered from these three considerations 
chiefly : — First, There are the matter and argu- 
ment of his writings. St John alone professedly 
treats of the divinity of Christ, of the origin of the 
Word, of the eternity, procession, and spiration of 
the Holy Ghost, of the most Holy Trinity, and 
of the unity, relations, and attributes of the God- 
head. But Matthew, Mark, and Luke recount 
the mysteries and works of our Lord's Human- 
ity. Wherefore, it is out of St John's writings 
that the fathers draw nearly all their arguments 

m 

against the Arians, against the Servetians, 
against the Nestorians, against the Eutychians, 
and like heretics. The Doctors of the Schools 
likewise have learned from him the whole of 
their knowledge and teaching {totant materiam) 
about the Blessed Trinity, that is, God, Three 
and One. Secondly, There is the order of time. 
We know that the Church, like the dawn and 
the sun, increases by degrees, in the lapse of 
time, to the perfect day, which is a knowledge 
of the mysteries of the Faith. Hence, the holy 
writers of the New Testament — the Apostles 
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and Evangelists — speak far more clearly of 
them than Moses and the Prophets of the Old 
Covenant Amongst them St John is the last, 
and St John's last work is his Gospel, as the 
Fathers and Commentators teach. It was St 
John, therefore, who gave the last touch to the 
Sacred Scriptures, and placed on them their 
final crown. Thirdly, As to himself. St John, 
alone of all the saints, has merited and obtained 
all coronets and all prerogatives. He is called, 
and in truth is, a Theologian or Doctor, nay, 
the very crown of all Doctors ; he is a Prophet, 
an Apostle, an Evangelist, a Priest, a Bishop, a 
Patriarch, a Virgin, a Martyr, though, when he 
was cast into the caldron of boiling oil, he came 
out uninjured, as it was impossible that he could 
be burnt, or even hurt, because of the greatness 
of his virginal purity. That he was a Doctor is 
evident from the Apocalypse, which is headed 
in the Greek, "The Apocalypse of St John the 
Theologian," No one is ignorant of the fact that 
he is also a Prophet in the Apocalypse. He is 
an Evangelist in his Gospel, and an Apostle in 
the three canonical Epistles which he wrote. 
All the ancients teach that he ever preserved his 
virginity unsullied. Wherefore, by his other 
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virtues, but especially by this, he merited to 
become "the Disciple whom Jesus loved," the 
Benjamin of Christ, who, at the Last Supper, 
lay on the breast of our Lord, and to whom, as 
a virgin, He, in His death, intrusted his Virgfin 
Mother. Truly said the Truth Himself — 
** Blessed are the clean in heart, for they shall 
see God." They shall see Him in this life by 
faith and contemplation, and in Heaven by the 
light of glory in the Beatific Vision/' 

If any one wish to know for himself how true 
these words are, let him read carefully the Gos- 
pel and Epistles of St John, and see the splen- 
dour of divine light which flows through every 
word, and the sweetness and sublimity of his 
teaching. With his undazzled eye he gazes on 
the absolute Truth ; soars ever upward on the 
mighty wings of his faith and contemplation ; 
looks with his eagle gaze into the mysteries of 
God ; and then sets them down for us in those 
sublimely simple words, which stand, and for 
ever will stand, alone in their peerless majesty, 
even amidst the splendours of the Word of God. 



CHAPTER IV. 

ST JOHN A CONFESSOR, 

The tears and sorrows of the saints are very 
precious to God. *' Thou hast set my tears in 
Thy sight." The way to our home is steep and 
narrow. Sometimes we walk amongst trees and 
flowers, and sometimes we come to a great tract 
of sand. Sometimes we have to pass along 
pleasant rivers, and sometimes over a stormy 
frith. Then we walk by the sea-shore, and then 
again we are in an open boat, on the sea, out of 
sight of land. But, however it be, the way is 
difficult, and dangers crowd round us, and our 
only safety is in the shadow of the Cross. 

Does it not fill us with j*oy when we read of 
the saints who have despised the world, and 
defied it, and trampled on it ? Does it not fill 
us with sorrow when we think of the thousands 
who now worship the world and court its 
favour, and then, for their reward, are trampled 
on by it ? Look at the contrast : there are the 



24 The Beloved Disciple. 

slaves of wealth, or the slaves of fashion, or the 
slaves of the honours of the world. Looked at 
in another way, they are like butterflies in the 
sunshine, living for the present hour. The silent 
eternity, strong and terrible, is round them. 
Weakness is written upon all of them from first 
to last. They make themselves weak, and are 
powerless for good. I see amongst them no 
great deeds ; I hear amongst them no inspirit- 
ing words ; they tell me nothing that will help 
me along the steep and narrow way ; they have 
no word that will lift up my soul when it 
" cleaveth to the dust.'' All that they do, if I 
listen to their idle words, is to drag me down, 
and dim the light of Heaven that is shining 
round me. But, on the other hand, there are 
the servants of God, the lovers of Jesus, the 
messengers of the Holy Ghost. They are " like 
a tree that is planted near the running waters," 
and day and night they are being covered with 
leaves and fruit. They are as industrious as 
bees, and day and night they are working for 
God. They live in and for eternity, and they 
are at home in the gleaming City of the King. 
Strength is written upon every brow, for they 
are strong with the strength of God. No words 
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can set forth their power, for they can do all 
things through Him who loveth them. I see 
amongst them deeds of heroic daring for 
Christ ; I hear amongst them words of eternal 
life. Those words are high, and clear, and 
ringing, like the sound of a clarion, and they 
thrill through my soul, and lift me from the 
dust, and help me upwards to God. As I 
listen to their words, as I kneel beneath their 
footstools, the light of Heaven grows brighter 
round me; and the sound of the new Song 
ever sung before the Throne seems to reach 
my ears above the deafening noises of this 
evil world. These are the servants of God and 
Jesus ; these are they who are overcoming the 
world. Is it likely that I am going to hesitate 
in my choice } Am I going to degrade myself 
by living with the inhabitants of Kedar, when 
I may find a place, however lowly it may be, in 
the tabernacles of the just ? I will cast in my 
lot with the servants of God. " Is not one bunch 
of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintages 
of Abiezer ? " Let me tread, — far off it must be, 
I know ; still, let me tread, — in the footsteps of 
the saints of Jesus. ** Let my soul die the death 
of the just ; and may my last end be like theirs." 
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Amongst those Confessors who have toiled 
and suffered and sorrowed for our Lord, who is 
more glorious than St John ? For a hundred 
years of a hard and eventful life, he was faithful 
to the voice of God. For more than seventy 
years he was faithful to the Divine Master who 
called him because He loved him. It is to be 
believed that, like St Joseph, he never com- 
mitted the smallest venial sin. St John the 
Baptist, we know, never committed the least 
sin; for he was filled with the Holy Ghost 
before he was bom. And the mighty Precursor 
was not brought so near to our Lord as was the 
Beloved Disciple. Mary was sanctified for her 
office and work by the far greater grace of an 
Immaculate Conception ; but I look upon it as 
certain that no venial sin could ever have come 
near that chosen man who, in the night of the 
Passion, had to lie upon the breast of Jesus. 
Theophylact says, '* John was the purest, most 
single-hearted, and meekest of all, and so he 
was most loved." But, like ''Moses, the ser- 
vant of God," he had plenty of fire in his soul 
though he was so meek; for St Thomas 
Aquinas mentions, amongst other reasons for 
our Lord's love of him, not only his singular 
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wisdom, but the exceeding vehemence of his 
love for God. Euthymius says, ** John from his 
earliest childhood was such a lover of holy purity, 
that he never suffered a wrong thought even to 
enter his heart." Well might he be called 
John ; for this name may mean either the grace 
of God, or pleasing to God ; and he was very 
dear to our Divine Master, and was filled with 
His grace. He was the true Jonathan whom 
the true David loved with a great love. 

A long and hard confessorship may some- 
times be equal to a short martyrdom, and such 
a confessorship was that of St John. Out of 
his long life let me select three instances. 

First, There was his suffering with our Lord 
on that last terrible night. Some have thought 
that the young man who followed with the linen 
cloth wrapt round him, and then fled away, was 
St John. This is perfectly incredible. No- 
thing but a revelation from God, or the express 
teaching of the Holy Father, could make me 
believe that any one who had been lying on the 
heart of Jesus could leave Him in such a fear- 
ful hour. The more that you think of the 
circumstances of the case, how that young man, 
throwing off the linen cloth, fled away naked 
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through the streets, the more you see how*im- 
possible it is that it could have been " the Dis- 
ciple whom Jesus loved." So far from flying 
in a cowardly way, John went fearlessly with 
Peter to the house of Caiaphas, and spoke 
boldly to the high priest himself, asking leave 
to bring in Peter. " Simon Peter followed Jesus, 
and so did another disciple. And that disciple 
was known to the high priest, and went in with 
Jesus into the court of the high priest." He 
could not for one moment tear himself from his 
Divine Master; but went in with Him in the 
midst of the soldiers. *' Peter stood at the door 
without. The other disciple, therefore, who was 
known to the high priest, went out and spoke 
to the portress, and brought in Peter." And 
then Peter, too, was again sharing the dangers 
of the Master whom he loved with such a burn- 
ing love. Through that night of terror and 
agony St John was suffering with his Lord. 
He saw Him buffeted, spit upon, mocked, and 
tortured. He was looking on when " one of the 
servants standing by gave Jesus a blow," and 
that blow fell upon his heart, and he staggered 
back, stricken with indignation and horror, with 
love and sympathy; and his whole soul was 
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deluged with grief, because he knew that He 
who was struck was the Incarnate and the 
Eternal Word. He saw them put on Him the 
purple robe ; he saw Him with the reed for a 
sceptre in His hand ; he saw Him scourged, and 
almost fainted with anguish at the sight; he 
saw Him crowned with thorns ; he saw the Cross 
put upon His shoulders ; he saw Him go forth 
" bearing His own Cross ; " he saw His meeting 
with Mary at the corner of a street in the 
Mournful Way ; he saw Him fall beneath His 
heavy Cross three times ; he saw Him crucified ; 
he stood hand-in-hand with Mary in her agony 
when Jesus was dying ; he heard Him say, *' I 
thirst," and trembled at the divine anguish of his 
King ; he saw them give Him the wine mingled 
with gall, and saw that He could not drink it ; 
he saw Him bow His thorn-crowned head, 
beautiful in its disfigurement, and give up His 
soul to God ; he saw His side pierced by the 
spear; he saw the blood and water flowing from 
His heart ; he saw Him taken down from the 
Cross ; he saw Him laid in the arms of Mary ; 
he saw Him carried to His grave. After our 
Lady, was he not the first of Confessors ? 
Again, there is his suffering before his 
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martyrdom at the Latin Gate. There is a very 
interesting passage in Cornelius about this : 
" Here in Rome there is the place of his 
martyrdom ; it is marked by a chapel, pn the 
wall of which is painted a caldron of boiling oil, 
with this inscription, 'John, an Apostle of 
Christ, an Evangelist, a Prophet, a Martyr, came 
forth more beautiful from the caldron of boiling 
oil.* On the opposite wall these lines are in- 
scribed : 

** Martyrii calicem bibit hie athleta Johannes, 
Prmcipii Verbum cernere qui meruit 

Verberat hunc fuste Proconsul, forfice tondet, 
Quem fervens oleum laedere non valuit. 

Conditur hie oleum, dolium, cruor, atque capilli. 
Quae consecrantur, inclyta Roma, tibi." 

Hence it is plain that St John was beaten with 
a stick, and that, for ignominy, his hair was cut 
off before he was banished to Patmos. Thus 
was it fitting that Rome should be glorified by 
the martyrdom of St John, as well as by the mar- 
tyrdoms of St Peter and St Paul.*' And so St 
John, before his martyrdom at the Latin Gate, 
witnessed a good confession. You can see him 
standing there, bleeding from the rods, dis- 
figured with blows, with his hair cut off in de- 
rision, and all his body torn by the rough stones 
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over which he had been dragged. He is like 
Jesus in his suffering ; and he rejoices greatly 
in being conformed to the likeness of his Master. 
But never is the Beloved Disciple of the Son of 
God more beautiful, more venerable, more glori- 
ous, than in that fearful hour of his disfigure- 
ment and shame. 

Thirdly, He was a Confessor in his exile in 
Patmos. In that little island of the iEgaean the 
Eagle of the Apocalypse was condemned to a 
dreadful life of darkness and pain. There the 
very hands that had held the hands of Mary 
under the Cross were weighed down by heavy 
manacles. Those feet, that had borne him up 
Calvary with Jesus in His great agony, had to 
drag after them the clanking chains. There 
every horror was heaped upon this Disciple, 
whom his Master loved. He was the com- 
panion of felons and galley-slaves; and their 
brutal words, their fearful oaths, their ribaldry, 
and their blasphemies, fell upon the ears that 
had listened to the voice of Jesus on Thabor, in 
Gethsemani, on Calvary, on Olivet ; that, for so 
many years of waiting and faithfulness, had lis- 
tened also to the voice of the Mother of God, 
in the holy home at Ephesus. 
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In the darkness of the mines, lighted by the 
fitful glare of the torches, he had to work, like 
the rest, in chains. What he endured in those 
days of his slavery can only be known to himself 
and God. Doubtless the majesty and sweet- 
ness of his presence fell on those hardened 
felons amongst whom he dwelt, and saved him 
sometimes from a curse, sometimes from a 
blow; doubtless they were often awed by his 
venerable face, and by the might of his good- 
ness ; but, at best, what a life of horrible igno- 
miny, what a time of terrible suffering it must 
have been for him ! 

See him going to his daily work ; hear the 
cracking of the whips, as he walks, for the love 
of Jesus, amongst the convicts ! They are the 
very scum of the earth, outcasts, and ruffians, and 
felons ; and he is the Beloved Disciple. The 
sun is shining overhead, and the blue waters of 
the sea, rippling against the rocks, are bathed 
in its rays. On the hills above the road the 
holm-oaks and the mulberry-trees are growing, 
and dotted all over on the rocks are cypresses 
and cedars. Close down to the road are vines, 
and olives, and orange-trees, with their fra- 
grant flowers ; and there, too, are fig-trees, and 
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almond-trees, and myrtles, and pomegranates, 
shining in the sun with their scarlet bloom. 
I Amongst them goes the gang of the convicts, 

amidst the cracking of whips and the oaths of 
the drivers. Sullen and brutal and full of hate, 
they pass beneath the overhanging trees. The 
creation of God around them is bright and 
lovely, but their souls are dark as night In 
their midst is the Prophet of the New Creation, 
in his beauty and in the grandeur of his holi- 
ness. He is thinking of the myrtles and pome- 
granates in the gardens of the King, into which 
nothing can enter that is '* defiled or that 
worketh abomination." His soul is stayed on 
that Divine Man, on whose breast he once had 
lain. He is kept in perfect peace amidst those 
horrors, because he has hope in Him. He 
knows that his name is in the book of life of 
the Lamb. Has the sun ever shone on the 
glory of a more splendid confession ? Has he 
ever looked down and seen amongst men a 
truer, a braver, a more loving heart ? 



CHAPTER V. 

ST JOHN A DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH. 

This chapter may well begin with a sentence 
that I have already quoted: "From St John 
the Fathers have drawn almost all their argu- 
ments against the Arians, against the Serve- 
tians, against the Nestorians, against the Euty- 
chians, and like heretics. The Doctors of the 
Schools likewise have learned from him the 
whole of their knowledge and teaching about 
the Blessed Trinity, that is, God, Three and 
One." 

The reason for this is that he gained his 
knowledge directly from the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, on which he lay. Let us listen to the 
teaching of the Saints about this. St Diony- 
sius, the Areopagite, calls him " the Sun of the 
Church." St Jerome says, " Now let there be 
heard the clarion of the Gospel of that son of 
thunder, whom Jesus loved most, who drank 
in the streams of doctrine from the Heart of 
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our Saviour." St Augustine : " From the Heart 
of Christ he drank in the secret things of Divine 
Wisdom, and deeper streams of graces than all 
others/* St Ambrose : " Lying on the Temple 
of the Word, he saw plainly the treasure-house 
of the Divine fulness." St, Jerome again : 
"John lay on His Breast that he might drink in 
the streams of wisdom, and be able to say, ' In 
the beginning was the Word ;' for in the Heart 
of Christ all the treasures of knowledge and 
wisdom are hidden." St Bede: "Deservedly 
that man lies on His Heart, to whom He grants 
the greatest gifts of wisdom and marvellous 
knowledge." St Lawrence Justinian, speaking 
of St John, says: "By contemplation thou 
searchest out the mysteries of wisdom ; thou 
dwellest with the Angels ; thou hast thy place 
amongst the Archangels ; on the wing of thy 
spiritual vision thou dost pass through all the 
other legions of these holy choirs ; to thee are 
opened the unspeakable treasures of wisdom ; 
to thee are revealed the mysteries of holy reve- 
lations, the depth and height of the Divine 
Nature, the Eternal Generation of the Word ; 
and before thee is spread out the triumphal 
kingdom of the glory of Heaven." Cornelius a 
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Lapide, from whom I take these quotations, 
adds that John lay on the Breast of Jesus that 
he might drink in the most secret and sublime 
mysteries of his Gospel and Apocalypse, and 
then reveal them to the world. Hence the 
Church sings in his office : " This is John who 
lay on the Breast of the Lord at the Last 
Supper; blessed Apostle, to whom Heavenly 
secrets were revealed. He drank in the streams 
of his Gospel from the sacred Fountain of the 
Heart of our Lord. Jesus loved him, because 
his chastity and purity had made him worthy 
of a greater love. Greatly to be honoured is 
Blessed John, who lay on the Heart of our 
Lord." St Chrysostom says that the Angels 
learned much from St John, and that the very 
Cherubim and Seraphim listened with eagerness 
to his Gospel and Apocalypse. The prayer in 
the Breviary for St John's Day speaks of him 
as a most special light of the Church : " En- 
lighten Thy Church, O Lord, in Thy mercy; 
that being illuminated by the teaching of 
Blessed John, Thy Apostle and Evangelist, it 
may come to Thy gift of everlasting life." 

Thus we may have some little idea of what 
St John is in the splendour of his doctrine. 
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•* The Only-Begotten Son, who is in the Bosom 
of the Father," says Cornelius, "revealed to 
St John, lying on His Breast, as His purest 
and dearest friend, secrets and sacraments of 
the Godhead, that had been hidden from the 
beginning of the world. John, like a son of 
thunder, has told us those things : and, like a 
flame of fire, he has enlightened the whole 
world with the Divinity of the Word and with 
the burning of His charity. If you want to 
understand this, read our Lord's last words in 
the thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, 
and seventeenth chapters of his Gospel. They 
breathe nothing but the fire of Divine love." 
St Epiphanius says: "John truly is a son of 
thunder by the sublime eloquence that is so 
specially his; and, as if by clouds from the 
mysteries of wisdom, he has taught us wonder- 
ful truths about the Eternal Son." 

Here it may be convenient to set down what 
is found in St John's Gospel alone, and not 
in the others ; and also two remarkable appear- 
ances of the blessed Saint. St John alone 
gives us an account of the turning of water 
into wine at Cana of Galilee : of the first driv- 
ing out of the buyers and sellers from the 
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Temple : of the healing of the ruler's son at 
Capharnaum : of the healing of the paralytic 
at the pool called Bethsaida: of the giving 
sight to the man born blind : of the raising of 
Lazarus : of the falling backward of the soldiers 
who came to take Him : of the blood and 
water that flowed from His pierced side when 
He was dead on the Cross: of the second 
miraculous draught of fishes : of the power of 
forgiving sins, given to the Apostles after the 
Resurrection by our Lord breathing on them, 
and so giving them the Holy Ghost. 

These are miracles; but beside these St 
John alone records many wonderful discourses 
of our Lord ; discourses far more wonderful 
than any others that have ever been spoken, 
for "never did man speak like'' Him, St 
John was like the Mother of God in this, as in 
so many other things, and faithfully kept all 
our Lord's words in his heart. Amongst the 
discourses that I mean are those with Nico* 
demus, and with the woman of Samaria, and 
with the Jews, when He healed the man who 
had been ill for eight and thirty years. Then 
there is that most wondrous discourse about 
the Bread of life, which He spoke also to the 
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Jews after His great miracle of feeding the five 
thousand with five loaves and two fishes. Then 
there is the one at the Feast of Tabernacles ; 
and that in the Temple when He justified His 
doctrine; and that exquisitely beautiful one 
about the Good Shepherd, which He spoke 
after He had given sight to the blind. Besides 
these there are His most wondrous, most divine 
words at the Last Supper. And the more that 
we read all these thrilling words of Jesus, the 
more marvellous and heavenly they seem, and 
the more do we wonder at the mysteries taught 
us by St John. 

Next I come to the two miraculous appear- 
ances to which I alluded — one was to St Gregory 
Thaumaturgus, and the other to St John Chry- 
sostom. St Gregory of Nyssa, the brother of St 
Basil, tells us of the former. When St Gregory 
Thaumaturgus was made Bishop of Neocssarea, 
the errors of the followers of Origen, of whom 
St Gregory himself had been a disciple, and the 
heresy of the Arians, were rapidly spreading on 
every side. St Gregory himself was in doubt on 
some points, which of course had not been de- 
fined, or he would have known for certain what 
to believe. Upon this he earnestly besought our 
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Lady for help and light. His prayer, as you may 
be sure, was not in vain. Mary herself appeared 
to him, holding St John by the hand, and gave 
the Beloved Disciple to St Gregory as a teacher. 
Thereupon St John taught him a Creed in which 
are explained most clearly and accurately the 
divinest mysteries of his Gospel, especially those 
which teach that the Word is of one Nature with 
the Father. Great reverence is expressed for 
this Creed by the Fifth General Council. 

To St John Chrysostom, whilst living in a cer- 
tain monastery, St John appeared with St Peter, 
The Vicar of Christ and he appeared together, 
just as in the old time they went up together to 
the Temple. When we think how Peter and 
John were together when our Lord made Peter 
the Shepherd of Israel ; how they went together 
to Samaria, when that nation received the word 
of God ; how they preached the Gospel in 
many of its villages ; how they were pillars of 
the Church when St Paul went to Jerusalem 
on his second visit, I think that we may safely 
conclude that John was the greatest friend whom 
the Sovereign Pontiff had on earth. So now, 
being in the Heavenly Kingdom, they appear 
together to St John Chrysostom. When they 



5/ John a Doctor of the Church. 41 

came to him in his little cell St Peter gave him 
two keys, and St John gave him the book of his 
Gospel ; and thus, as it were by anticipation, St 
Peter made him a Bishop, and St John made 
him a Doctor of the Church, and a golden- 
mouthed preacher of the truths and mysteries of 
the Kingdom of God. 

After the Sacred Scriptures themselves there 
is no book, in my judgment, to be compared 
with the Summa of St Thomas. In its depth and 
height ; in its many-sidedness, and its width of 
view, and its fulness of knowledge ; in its wisdom 
and its science, its precision and its copiousness ; 
in its dogmatic, moral, ascetical, and mystical 
teaching ; in its majestic march over the enemies 
of the faith ; in the splendour of the light that 
it pours on the Church ; it seems to me to stand 
alone, without equal and without second. In one 
way, it is the song of Mary the prophetess, and 
the song of Debbora ; in another way, it is the 
candlestick that giveth light to all who are in the 
house of faith. It is a prelude of the New Song 
that is sung before the throne ; and is the earthly 
shadow of the Beatific Vision. The Church, in 
the Breviary, thus speaks of him : " His writ- 
ings, for number and variety, and the ease with 
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which he explains difficulties, are so wonderful, 
that he has rightly been givah the name of the 
Angelic Doctor." And where he is most won- 
derful in the sublimity of his teaching, as, for 
instance, about the Blessed Trinity, or the God- 
head of the Word, or the mysteries of the Blessed 
Sacrament, he is simply explaining or illustrating 
or drawing out the words of the Beloved Disciple. 
The hands are the hands of Thomas, but the 
voice is indeed the voice of John. 

The streams which flowed from the Heart of 
Jesus in those last hours of His agony made for 
themselves a second fountain in the heart of the 
Disciple whom He loved. Thence they have been 
poured upon the Church in rivulets of light. In 
Solomon's temple was a " molten sea," ** upon 
twelve oxen, of which three looked towards the 
North, and three towards the West, and three 
towards the South, and three towards the East." 
And in the earthly temple of the true Solomon, 
that is, the Roman Church of God, the heart of 
John is a molten sea of love and wisdom, borne 
up on those teachers of the faithful, whose words 
go forth to the four winds of Heaven. Jesus is 
the Light of the Church and the world, the great 
" Teacher from God," by Whom " grace and truth 
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came," " Who hath destroyed death, and hath 
brought to light' life and incorruption by the 
Gospel ; " and St John follows in his Master's 
steps, and enlightens the Church by his doctrine, 
that it may be brought at last to God, and that 
He may "present it to Himself," as another 
great Apostle says, "a glorious Church, not 
having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing." 
Then it will be altogether "holy," altogether 
** without blemish." This is the work, like the 
work of Jesus, which this beloved Theologian 
and Doctor of the Church is ever doing. Well 
may he be called — " Doctorum sanctissimus et 
doctissimus Sanctorum." The light of his 
majestic wisdom is streaming upon us now 
from his throne at the side of the Incarnate 
Word. At his touch the darkness falls from 
our souls, and the light of heaven pours in with 
a stream, clear and full. " It is enough for the 
disciple that he be as his Master, and for the 
servant that he be as his Lord.'' 



CHAPTER VI. 

ST JOHN A VIRGIN AND MARTYR, 

The Lections for the second Noctum of the 
Feast of St John before the Latin Gate are 
taken from St Jerome, and are as follows : — 
The Apostle John, one of the Disciples of our 
Lord, is said by tradition to have been the 
youngest of the Apostles. The faith of Christ 
found him a virgin, and he remained a virgin to 
the end. So he is more loved by our Lord, and 
lies on the Breast of Jesus, and what Peter, who 
had a wife, dares not ask, he beckons to John 
to ask. After the Resurrection, when St Mary 
Magdalen told them that the Lord had risen, 
they both ran to the sepulchre, but John was 
first there. When they were in a boat, and were 
fishing in the lake of Genesareth, Jesus stood on 
the shore, and the Apostles did not know upon 
whom they were looking. Only the virgin re- 
cognises the Virgin, and says to Peter, " It is the 
Lord." Now, John was an Apostle, an Evan- 
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gelist, and a Prophet : an Apostle, because he 
wrote to the Churches as a Teacher ; an Evan- 
gelist, because he wrote a Gospel, which, with 
the exception of St Matthew, the other Apostles 
did not ; a Prophet, because in the island of 
Patmos, whither he had been banished by the 
Emperor Domitian after his martyrdom in will, 
he saw his Apocalypse, and in it the countless 
mysteries of the coming days. It is Tertullian 
who hands down the tradition that at Rome he 
was cast into a caldron of boiling oil, and came 
forth purer and more beautiful than when he 
was cast in. His Gospel, too, differs much from 
the others. Matthew begins his Gospel about 
our Lord as Man : — " The book of the genera- 
tion of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son 
of Abraham." Luke begins from the priesthood 
of Zacharias; Mark from the prophecies of 
Malachi and Isaias. The first has the face of a 
man, because of our Lord's human birth ; the 
second, the face of an ox, because of His Priest- 
hood ; the third, the face of a lion, because of the 
voice crying in the Desert, " Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord ; make His paths straight." But 
John, our loved one, as an eagle, flies upward to 
the heights of Heaven, and comes to the Eternal 
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Father Himself, and says to us, " In the begin- 
ning was the Word ; and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God." 

These are the words of a Saint ; of that Saint, 
indeed, who has made the only version of the 
Sacred Scriptures on which the Church has set 
her seal ; and they are enshrined in the Divine 
Office, and sanctioned by the Church's voice. 
Never was their teaching needed more than 
now, when that spirit of worldliness, which St 
John hated with his whole soul, is raising so 
terribly its hydra-like head. "Love not the 
world," he says, ** nor the things which are in 
the world. If any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in 
the world is the desire of the flesh, and the desire 
of the eyes, and the pride of life, which is not of 
the Father, but is of the world." Once, before 
I was brought into the Church, I believed that 
nearly every Catholic was devout and self-deny- 
ing, a seeker after God, a lover of truth, and a 
despiser of the world. You will say, perhaps, 
that such thoughts were foolish, and that if I 
expected to And such a paradise on earth I was 
only laying myself out for disappointment I 
do not deny what you say; and I know that 



St yohn a Virgin and Martyr, 47 

those who expect least are least disappointed. 
But surely it is an easy thing for Catholics, if 
only they will try, to be in the world, and yet 
not of the world ; to trample its pleasures and 
temptations under their feet ; and to walk in it 
unharmed, as the Three Children walked in the 
burning fiery furnace. The fashion of the world 
is the hideous idol before which tens of thou- 
sands bow down, and humble themselves in the 
dust. This is a terrible fact, and one which 
saddens and cuts to the heart all of those who 
have a zeal for souls, because they have been 
redeemed by the Precious Blood. For only 
think : these souls that worship the world have 
been made in the image and to the likeness of 
God ; they have been lighted by the fires of the 
Holy Ghost in the waters of Baptism ; they 
have been washed, again and again, in the Pre- 
cious Blood of Jesus, ever flowing in the Holy 
Sacrament of Penance; they kneel, day after 
day, before the Altar, and see the great Sacrifice 
of Eternity ever offered ; they actually eat the 
Flesh and drink the Blood of God, in Holy 
Communion, whilst all around them is that 
burning splendour of faith and hope and 
charity, which irradiates, with a seven-fold glory. 
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the Roman Church of the Incarnate Word ; and 
then, with a deliberation and wilfulness which 
make us tremble, they choose the world and 
its darkness and its froth-bubbles and its grass 
and its sand, and all its detestable rewards and 
prizes ; and, being frightened at the Desert-way 
that leads to the Promised Land, they look back 
to Egypt, and the house of bondage and the 
land of death : they " remember the fish" that 
they '* ate in Egypt, and the cucumbers come 
into" their '* mind, and the melons and the 
leeks and the onions and the garlic;" and their 
" soul is dry," because their ** eyes behold no- 
thing else but manna." They must needs turn 
back, because there is nothing before them but 
the Paradise of God. 

And, in truth, in the lives of men at the pre- 
sent day, whether we look in the Church or out 
of the Church, there is a height and there is a 
ceaselessness of self-indulgence which terrify 
us when we think of them. Multitudes live in 
a constant round of gaiety and luxury that is 
simply appalling. They are like the rich man 
who was clothed in purple and fine linen, and 
feasted sumptuously every day. And down- 
ward through all grades of society ^oes this 
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terrible spirit of the world. People say, if you 
speak to them about it, — " We must follow the 
fashion ; we cannot be singular ; we must do as 
others do;" they say this with the light of 
the judgment almost flashing in their faces, 
forgetting surely, when they say it, the words 
of God : '' Thou shalt not follow the multitude 
to do evil ;" forgetting, surely, all those beauti- 
ful and solemn words of our Holy Father, the 
Pope, in which he has so faithfully warned us 
against conformity to the spirit of the age, 
against submission to the customs of the world, 
against extravagance in dress ; forgetting also 
that they are " in the streets of the great city, 
which is called spiritually Sodom and Egypt, 
where their Lord was crucified." 

I think that they forget all this; but, cer- 
tainly, I do not wish people to be singular and 
absurd in their singularity ; but I see a great 
difference between following the fashions and 
customs of the world reluctantly, and at a dis- 
tance, yet so as to avoid singularity, and rushing 
always to the front and contending with the 
world on its own ground and its own terms. 
And there have been tens of thousands oC tV^a. 
strvaLiits of God who have \wed m >0£v^^^'^^> 
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and yet kept their raiment undefiled, walking 
with Jesus in white. Some of them, it is true, 
have been greater and holier than others, and 
have been canonized by the infallible voice of 
the Holy Father : but others have been only like 
ourselves, and have had a hard struggle to fight 
the good fight of faith, and have only won their 
crowns through difficulties and dangers by 
which they have been often nearly overcome. 
Why should we not take them as our guides ? 
Why should we not follow in their steps ? Why 
should we not say, remembering that Heaven is 
our home, " We must follow the fashion of the 
lovers of Jesus ; we cannot be singular ; we 
must do as the servants of God have done ? " 
That I could understand ; but with death and 
judgment waiting for me, with the brightness of 
Heaven shining on my way, with the everlasting 
anguish of hell staring me in the face, the other 
I do not understand ; and I pray God that I 
never may be able to understand it in the least. 
I know of nothing more terrifying, nothing 
more heartrending, than to see our fellovr- 
creatures, in a stricken crowd, helplessly follow- 
ing the idolatrous car of the fashion of the evil 
world, and forgetting God with the most utter 
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forgetfulness. This sort of thing is like going 
into a heathen temple, and burning bits of in» 
cense to apes and peacocks. Only to think of 
it makes the blood tingle in one's veins. Be- 
fore the most High God, Who will judge me, I 
would be crushed to pieces this moment be- 
neath the iron wheels of the world's car rather 
than be dragged along the wide road, some- 
times dusty, sometimes miry, in a captivity like 
that. No crowds will help me when I go down, 
in the feebleness and agony of death, into the 
cold river and the particular judgment. If I 
choose to worship apes and peacocks now, I 
shall find then that they can give me no help. 
** If thou hast been wearied with contending 
with footmen, how canst thou contend with 
horses } And, if thou hast been secure iaa land 
of peace, what wilt thou do in the swelling of 
the Jordan ? " There is one pierced Hand that 
will help me then, as it helps me always ; but 
if I am to feel the touch of that dear Hand when 
I need it most, I must be faithful now. The 
words of my Divine Master are very terrible : 
** What shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole 
world, and suffer the loss of his soul } Or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul } 
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For whosoever shall be ashamed of Me, and of 
My words in this adulterous and sinful genera- 
tion, the Son of Man also will be ashamed of 
him, when He shall come in the glory of His 
Father with the Holy Angels." 

For our part, then, following in the steps of 
the Beloved Disciple, we should Set our faces 
like flints against the tyranny of the world. 
All its rewards and all its enticements should 
be to us like so much worthless dross. With 
the world we ought to have nothing to do but 
to hate it, and trample on it, and save souls 
from its defiling touch, according to the word : 
" Go out from her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of 
her plagues." 

Not only should we hate the world, but we 
should wish to be hated by it ; remembering 
the words of the Lord Jesus, " If the world hate 
you, ye know that it hath hated Me before you. 
If ye had been of the world, the world would 
love its own ; but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you." These are 
His own divine words, blessed and life-giving. 
Again, He says : " Have confidence ; I have 
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overcome the world." When we think of such 
words as these, we cannot have the least fear of 
the world. We must, indeed, always fear our 
own weakness; but that weakness will make 
us strong ; for it will make us trust in God ; 
and He says by the mouth of His Prophet 
Zacharias, " Not with an army, nor by might, 
but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." 
Ourselves we may fear, lest we should fail to 
correspond with grace ; but it would be the 
height of cowardice, and the height of ingrati- 
tude to our Lord, to fear, in any way, the world 
which He has overcome. It is strong, but God 
easily overcomes it by our weakness ; for " the 
weakness of God is stronger than men." What- 
ever we may be, so long as we try our best to 
be faithful, God can use us as His instruments 
against all that is great and all that is mighty. 
" The weak things of the world hath God chosen 
that He may confound the strong," "that no 
flesh should glory in His sight." 

There is another lesson, most useful for these 
days, to be drawn from these Lections ; we learn 
from them how much higher and better is a life 
in religion, whether active or contemplative, 
than a life in the world, for a life in religion i& 
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altogether given to God. In religion, the con- 
templative state IS much higher than the active 
state; but a life in the Priesthood, whether secular 
or religious, is the highest and best life of all. 

In these days of ceaseless activity, and cease- 
less work, when, as Daniel prophesied, mmt are 
always passing from one place to another, and 
knowledge is manifold, there is a constant dan- 
ger of our undervaluing such things as prayer 
and the contemplation of God ; and of our set- 
ting too high a value on those discoveries and 
inventions, in which the world glories and in 
which it trusts. Men seem to me to be losing 
their faith in the power of prayer. Yet prayer 
can work miracles still, as it did in the days of 
Elias. As St James says, " Elias was a man 
passible like unto us ; and with prayer he prayed 
that it might not rain upon the earth, and it 
rained not for three years and six months. And 
he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and 
the Iftrth brought forth her fruit." It is now as 
it was then ; our sins come between us and God. 
So Isaia^ says, " Behold the Hand of the Lord 
IS not shortened that it cannot save, neither is 
His Ear heavy that it cannot hear. But your 
iniquities have divided between you and your 
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God, and your sins have hid His face from 
you that He should not hear." Now every state 
allowed by God is good, but some are far better 
than others. It is a much higher state to live 
in Religion than to live in the world. By the 
statf of Religion is understood, according to St 
Alfonso, the state of those of the faithful who 
are aiming at perfection, and who, having made 
a vow of perpetual poverty, chastity, and obedi- 
ence, live in common under some rule approved 
by the Church. None now can be in Religion 
unless they live by a rule which has the sanc- 
tion of the Holy Father. This state is much 
higher than the state of those who live in the 
world, though many living in the world may be 
much holier than many living in religioiw Still, 
though many Religious may not live up to the 
greatness of their vocation, a life in Religion is 
much higher, as a state, than a good life in the 
world ; and so also the state of those in the 
contemplative Ordefs is much higher ths^ the 
state of those in the active Orders. Amongst 
the Angels too, in their nine Choirs, there are 
those that are active and those that are con- 
templative. Angels, Archangels, Principalities, 
Powers, and Virtues, are very beautiful, and 
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very glorious in their active work, as they rule 
the natural world, or move the forces of nature, 
or govern kingdoms, or watch over unbelievers, 
or minister to the heirs of salvation. But far 
more beautiful, far more glorious, are the four 
contemplative Choirs, Dominations, Seraphim, 
Cherubim, and Thrones, who are ever before 
the face of God, and are ever adoring Him, 
saying, " Holy, holy, holy. Lord God Almighty, 
who was, and is, and is to come." All the active 
Angels always see His Face ; but in some hid- 
den way the state of the contemplative Angels is 
higher than theirs, as they praise God cease- 
lessly, and never depart from His Temple. The 
most perfect gift of all, as I said just now, is a 
vocation to the Priesthood, whether secular or 
religious, active or contemplative, for all Priests 
share in our Lord's eternal Priesthood, and offer 
for Him and with Him the same Sacrifice as 
He once offered on Calvary. Besides this they 
are the ministers of the Sacraments, and they 
come as ambassadors from Him, with His great 
message to men. In the highest sense, if they 
be faithful, they are His friends. If only the 
blessedness of this vocation were rightly under- 
stood, I think that the places of traffic would 
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soon be empty, and that the streets would soon 
be deserted. But there is not much fear of 
that happening. 

St Thomas says, " In Priests, who have the 
cure of souls, there are three things to be con- 
sidered, namely, their state, order, and office. 
As to their state they are seculars ; as to their 
order they are Priests or Deacons f as to their 
office they have the cure of souls committed to 
them. Let us take, on the other hand, the case 
of a man who is a religious as to his state, a 
Deacon or Priest as to his order, and who has 
the cure of souls as to his office, as many monks 
and regular canons have ; then he will excel tSirf 
secular Priest as to his state ; but in the other 
two respects they will be equal. But if the 
second differ from the former in state and office, 
but be equal to him in order, as are Priests and 
Deacons in religion, who have not the cure of 
souls, it is plain that the second will be before 
the former in state, but less than the former in 
office, and they will be equal in order." 

As to Bishops, he says, ** The state of Bishops 
is more perfect than the state of religious." ** It 
is plain that the state of perfection is higher in 
Bishops than in religious.'' But he also says. 
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*' Though the contemplative life as such is better 
than the active life, which is busied about bodily- 
acts, still the active life in this, that a man gives 
to others the fruits of his contemplation by 
preaching and teaching, is a life more perfect 
than that which is purely contemplative, because 
such a life presupposes abundance of contem- 
plation. And such a life as this was the life of 
our Lord." A union, therefore, with His life, as 
well as with His Priesthood, must be the most 
perfect life of all. 

It will be well to set down something more of 
what St Thomas teaches us about this. Some 
place their happiness in the gratification of the 
senses, some in the active life, some in the con- 
templative life. But these things all stand in a 
different relation to that future beatitude, by 
the hope of which we are said to be blessed. 
Happiness in the gratification of the senses, 
being false and contrary to reason, is a hin- 
drance in the way of future beatitude. The 
happiness of the active life disposes us to future 
beatitude. But the happiness of the contem- 
plative life, if it be perfect, is the same in essence 
as our future beatitude in Heaven ; and, even 
if it be imperfect, is a sort of beginning of it. 
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The gratification of the senses is made up of two 
things, — first, of an abundance of outward goods, 
such as riches and honours ; and, secondly, of 
an ability to follow our own desires, whether of 
the irascible or concupiscible nature. A virtue 
enables us to use these goods with moderation ; 
but a gift of the Holy Ghost teaches us " a more 
excellent way," to give them up utterly and to 
despise them. So, with regard to our irascible 
nature, a virtue keeps our anger, for instance, 
within the bounds of reason ; but a gift renders 
us perfectly submissive to the Divine will : and, 
as to the appetites, a virtue keeps us from being 
the slaves of our passions, but, by a gift of the 
Holy Ghost, we can not only put them under 
our feet and refuse them every gratification, 
but, even of our own free will, undergo pain and 
suffering for the love of God. 

Some place their happiness in an active life 
of charity, when we help our neighbour, either 
according to the law of justice, or the law of 
kindness. An infused virtue makes us do all 
for him that we are bound to do by justice ; 
but an infused gift makes us do this more per- 
fectly, from an impulse of love, though we are 
not bound to do so. 



6o The Beloved Disciple, 

But others more blessed place their happiness 
in the ceaseless contemplation of God ; and their 
joy is either final beatitude itself, or at least 
its beginning. And it is well for us to bear 
this in mind, and think of k often in the noise 
and tumult and confusion of this time; and 
because of the frightful glorying in riches, or 
wisdom, or strength, which we find everywhere 
around us in men who are slaves to the spirit of 
the world. 

Such things as these we learn from the love 
of Jesus for this Virgin-disciple, who was so in- 
expressibly dear to His Sacred Heart. Let us 
now turn to his martyrdom. 

One of the very worst men that ever lived 
was on the throne of the world. It would be 
impossible, perhaps, to find a man more utterly 
detestable than Domitian. He was bad in every 
relation of life. He had not, as many other 
wicked men have had, the excuse of madness, 
in some slight or transitory form. Tacitus, in 
his History, tells us of the horrors of that time, 
and refers to it also in the Agricola. Every good 
man held his life in his hand; and the fearful 
wickedness and tyranny of the worst of kings 
crushed the world into slavery and trembling 
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fear. This was the monster that persecuted 
**the Disciple whom Jesus loved," He it was 
who sent him the poisoned cup ; who cast him 
into the boiling oil ; who drove him into exile 
and slavery in the mines of Patmos. Of that 
exile I have spoken, when we thought of St 
John as a Confessor. Of the poisoned cup it 
is only needful to say, that when St John made 
the sign of the Cross over it, a hideous serpent, 
dark and terrible, sprang from it, and, without 
harming any one, scoured swiftly away. That 
Cup, a most precious relic, is now, with St 
John's miraculous tunic and a piece of the chain 
that fastened him on his journey to Rome, in 
the Church of St John Lateran, the Mother 
Church of the world. 

But now, thinking of St John as a Martyr, 
it is of his Martyrdom in will that I am to 
speak. As there are three kinds of Baptism, 
that is, of water, of blood, and of desire, each 
one being, in its own place, as perfect as either 
of the other two, so there are two kinds of Mar- 
tyrdom, that is, in act and in will ; and Martyr- 
dom in will is as truly Martyrdom as the other, 
if the Saint submit to something by which he 
would lose his life, unless miraculously saved by 
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God. A mere desire of Martyrdom is a great 
grace, and brings with it a great reward ; but it 
is not the same as the other two. 

Now, let us lift up our eyes, and see the Mar- 
tyrdom of John at the Latin Gate, It is a day 
amidst the horrors of Domitian's reign. The 
summer sun is pouring its rays on country and 
town, making all things beautiful, as if there 
were no monstrous tyrant cursing the world 
with his iniquitous sway. The trees are bathed 
in light, and the flowers are very fragrant. It 
is the month of May — a month hereafter to be 
sacred to the Mother of God. I think that our 
Lady arranged this herself; that in the latter 
days, till the sound of the Archangel's trumpet, 
the Festival of the Martyrdom of John, whom 
she loved so dearly, might always stand on the 
threshold of her chosen month. At Rome, the 
city of Peter, before the Latin Gate, hideous 
preparations are making. A great fire is blaz- 
ing, and in its midst is a caldron of oil. Men, 
like demons, are shouting round it, heaping on 
fagots, and stirring the fire. The flame grows 
hotter and hotter, and at last a sickening stench 
rises from the boiling oil. A heavy canopy of 
smoke hangs overhead. A little way off is a 
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man, aged and venerable, guarded by soldiers. 
He is chained like a felon. No one can look at 
him for a moment, and not feel himself in a 
presence before which his soul bows down. 
Even the hearts of the fierce executioners are 
touched ; but they steel themselves against the 
voice of reverence or pity. You know him at 
once. It is the Beloved Disciple, fearless as 
when he went to the house of the High Priest 
in the night of horrors, and calm as when he lay 
on the Breast of Jesus. It is about sixty years 
since he looked on the Face of his Divine Master, 
then in His great agony on the Cross. But he 
remembers, as if it had been yesterday, the 
hours when he stood with Mary on Calvary, and 
his mystic sleep, the night before, on the Sacred 
Heart A smile of triumph and pity lights up 
his venerable face. And now the signal is 
given ; he is dragged mercilessly to the caldron 
and the fire. Brighter than ever burns in his 
heart the love of his ascended Lord ; and 
brighter than ever falls on his face a glory from 
the Sapphire Throne. Legions of angels go 
with him. There are pitying faces and loving 
hearts in the crowd, but none can help him. 
Should I not rather say, that there are trium* 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE PROPHET OF THE NEW CREATION, 

To me the sublimest books that have ever been 
written are the Gospel and Epistles and Apo- 
calypse of St John, the Epistles of St Paul, and 
the Prophecy of Isaias. They sweep over, me 
like voices from Heaven, and make me tremble 
before the majesty of God. I hope to thank the 
Holy Ghost for them through all eternity ; for, 
without them, I am persuaded that I should 
have been lost. What they have been to me, 
what they are to me, I can tell to no one, till, 
by the mercy of God, with the rest of the saved, 
I learn some of those unutterable words which 
St Paul heard in the Third Heaven. 

Of St John's writings St Augustin thus 
speaks — ** St John, the Apostle, is rightly com- 
pared to an eagle, for his doctrine is much 
higher and sublimer than that of the other 
three; and by his sublimity our hearts are lifted 
up. For the other three Evangelists, walking 
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as it were with our Lord as a man on the earth, 
have said but little about His Divinity ; but St 
John could not bear to walk on the earth ; and 
so, in the beginning of his Gospel, speaking 
with a voice of thunder, he not only raised him- 
self above the earth, yea, above the sky and 
above the firmament, but above all the hier- 
archies of the Angels, and all the spiritual powers 
in the Heavenly places, and came to Him by 
Whom all things were made, saying, '*In the 
beginning was the Word." To this sublimity 
of the beginning of his Gospel all the rest cor- 
responds ; and he spoke as no one else has ever 
spoken of the Divinity of our Lord. In this he 
was giving forth what he had first drunk in. 
For, not without reason are we told of him that 
he lay upon the Breast of Jesus. From that 
Heart he drinks in secret ; but, what he secretly 
learns, he publishes on the house-tops, that the 
Gospel may be preached to all nations — ^the 
Gospel of the Incarnation of the Son of God, of 
His Passion, and of His Resurrection. He tells 
us how, before His Incarnation, He was one 
with the Father, being His Word ; how He was 
co-eternal with Him; and how He was also 
equal to Him by whom He was sent." 
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This is what St Augustin, with his mighty 
intellect and heart of fire, thought of the writ- 
ings of St John. And nothing that he ever 
wrote is more wondrous in its mystery and its 
sublimity than the Apocalypse, in which God 
revealed to him, and spread out before his gaze, 
all the terrors of His judgment, and all the 
blessedness of His indestructible kingdom, 

St Jerome says of it — "The Apocalypse of 
John has as many sacraments as words ; nay, I 
have said too little, there are many mysteries in 
every single word." It would be difficult to say 
anything stronger about the Apocalypse than 
these words of St Jerome. In another place he 
says, ** The Apocalypse contains and hides the 
marrow of the mysteries of the Church." John 
is, as I said, " the saintliest of doctors, and the 
most learned of saints." St Dionysius adds ; — 
" The Apocalypse sets before us the wondrous 
vision of the Beloved Disciple, and the divine 
depths of the teaching of our Lord Jesus. It 
sets these things before those who merit to be 
sons of God, and raises them and strengthens 
them by such heavenly mysteries." Well, there- 
fore, may Cornelius say, " The Apocalypse con- 
tains in itself the very marrow of theology ; it 
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is the centre and soul of Christian philosophy 
and Evangelical doctrine." Just let us glance 
at its contents, most wondrous and most divine. 
There is an especial blessing promised by the 
Holy Ghost to those who read the Apocalypse : 
''Blessed is he that readeth and heareth the 
words of this prophecy, and keepeth those 
things that are written in it. For the time is at 
hand." 

In this vision St John saw Jesus Christ, the 
faithful Witness and first-fruits of the dead, in 
His burning raiment on the Throne of God. He 
was the Beloved of the beloved, white and ruddy. 
His Head and hair were like wool or snow, with 
the dazzling glory of the inaccessible light ; 
and His feet were as fine brass in a burning 
furnace, and His eyes like a flame of fire. He 
had once been dead, but was alive for evermore 
amidst the seven golden candlesticks and the 
seven spirits before His Throne, holding the 
keys of life and death ; and in His right Hand 
were seven stars. 

From His lips St John wrote down the mes- 
sage to the seven Churches; to the universal 
Church in all times and places. To him who 
overcometh are promised these blessings, hiddea 
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and unspeakable ; to eat of the tree of life in the 
Paradise of God ; not to be hurt by the second 
death, and to wear the crown of life ; to have 
the hidden manna and the new name, which 
none know but the soul to which it is given ; to 
rule the nations and to have the morning Star ; to 
be clothed in white garments and acknowledged 
before His Father and His Angels ; to have the 
name of God written upon him ; to be made a 
pillar in the Temple of God, and to go out no 
more ; to have a place at the marriage-supper 
of the Lamb, and to sit down with Him on His 
Throne, as He overcame and is set down with 
His Father on His Throne. 

Before his sight rose up the great white 
Throne, girt with the emerald rainbow, and 
above it the amber dome. Round the Throne 
were the twenty-four Ancients in white rai- 
ment with crowns of gold. The seven spirits 
of God, like seven lamps, were there amongst 
the lightnings and the voices and the thunders. 
Before his eyes there burned the sea of glass 
like crystal, and there were the four living 
Creatures, full of eyes, resting not day or night, 
saying. Holy, holy, holy. He saw the Ancients 
taking off their crowns and casting them before 
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the Throne. In the right Hand of Him who sat 
on the Throne was the book, written within and 
without, and sealed with seven seals. He wept 
because no man could open that book ; but he 
saw the Lion of the tribe of Juda open it; and 
he heard the new Canticle before the Lamb 
standing as it were slain, with the marks of five 
Sacred Wounds. 

Then he saw the opening of the six seals and 
the fearful judgments of God, when the sun was 
like sackcloth and the moon like blood, and the 
stars fell from Heaven as a fig-tree casteth its 
green figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 
Then came the sealing of the unnumbered mul- 
titude with palms in their hands ; and then the 
sealing of the hundred and forty and four 
thousand from the twelve tribes of the spiritual 
Israel. They had made their robes white in 
the blood of the Lamb, and had been brought to 
the Temple of God. Neither hunger nor thirst 
could touch them any more, nor pain nor sorrow, 
for they were with the Lamb by the fountains of 
the waters of life, and God had wiped away all 
tears from their eyes. 

Next came the opening of the seventh seal, 
and after that there was the great silence in 
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Heaven for half-an-hour. After that wondrous 
silence there were thunders, and voices, and 
lightnings, for the seven Angels prepared to 
sound their trumpets. Then there came the 
fearful woes, and the swarms of locusts, and the 
horses with the heads of lions, breathing forth 
fire and smoke and brimstone. They that sat 
on them had breast-plates of brimstone and 
jacinth and fire. Six of the angels sounded 
their trumpets in the vision, and whether the 
sounding of five be past, and we are yet in the 
sounding of the sixth, or whether none of them 
have yet sounded in actual deed, we are certain 
that the seventh will not sound till just before 
the great day of doom. For St John says ex- 
pressly — "In the days of the voice of the seventh 
Angel, when he shall begin to sound the trumpet, 
the mystery of God shall be finished, as He 
hath declared by His servants the Prophets," 

He saw the mighty Angel come down with the 
little book open in his hand : saw him standing 
with his left foot on the earth and his right foot 
on the sea. He was clothed with a cloud, and 
crowned with a rainbow. His feet were as pil- 
lars of brass, and his face like the sun. After 
he had spoken, the seven thunders uttered their 
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voices. But this is a great mystery, for what 

they said has not yet been revealed. St John 

was going to write the message down, but was 

stopped by the express voice of God. " When 

the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I 

was about to write ; and I heard a voice from 
Heaven saying to me. Seal up the things which 

the seven thunders have spoken, and write them 

not." 

What those things were that St John was 
forbidden to write God will reveal in His own 
good time ; it may be at the Day of Judgment ; 
for it seems to me to be impossible that such a 
mystery should be meant to be always hidden. 
God does, and can do, nothing in vain. 

Next, St John, as the Ezechiel of the New 
Covenant, took his reed and measured the Tem- 
ple of God and the Altar ; saw a vision of the 
horrors of the days of antichrist ; and saw how 
the two witnesses, Henoch and Elias, would 
prophesy in sackcloth and be killed. Before his 
eyes the Temple of God was opened in Heaven, 
and there the Ark of the Covenant was seen. 

Then Mary stood before him in her beauty 
and her majesty, with the moon beneath her 
feet Her clothing was the sun, and in her 
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crown were twelve stars. She is the Queen of 
the great Kingdom of his Divine Master, and in 
her radiant glory she reigns in the midst of 
Saints and Angels. St John, the first of her 
children, sees her in her power, and in her wis- 
dom, and in her goodness, the holiest and most 
beautiful of all the creatures of God : sees her 
in the fulness and perfection of all graces, vir- 
tues, fruits, gifts, beatitudes, and glories, that 
are showered down on her by the uncreated hand 
of God and the pierced hand of the Incarnate 
Word. 

After that brightness of Mary's glory there 
was shown him the darkness of the beast, seven- 
headed, ten-horned, with his names of blas- 
phemy. There was shown him also the dark- 
ness of the other beast, two-horned, with the 
look of a lamb and the voice of a dragon. He 
saw them making war on the servants of God, 
and destroying all the dwellers on the earth 
whose names were not written in the Book of 
life of the Lamb. 

This fearful darkness passed away, and again 
his soul was flooded with glory, the glory of the 
city of God. He heard the voices from Heaven 
like thunders, and like the harping on harps ; 
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he even heard the New Song that is sung before 
the Throne ; and saw the Lamb on Mount Sion 
amidst the hundred and forty and four thousand 
of His Redeemed, who follow Him whitherso- 
ever He goeth. 

Hardly had he seen this, when he saw the 
fall of great Babylon, and the destruction of 
those who adore the beast and his image. 
They have no rest, day or night, but are tor- 
mented with fire and brimstone in the sight 
of the Lamb ; and he saw the smoke of their 
torments going up for ever and ever. 

Next he looked on the day of the great 
reaping, and saw the Son of Man thrust His 
keen sickle into the harvest: and after that 
the sea of glass was mingled with fire, and the 
Redeemed stood upon it, singing the song of 
Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb. 

From that he turned to the pouring out of 
the seven vials ; and saw the dragon, the beast, 
and the false prophet, and the kings of the 
earth, all gathered together to battle in Arma- 
gedon, against the great day of the Almighty 
God. Then more fully is set before him the 
utter destruction of Babylon — how it shall be 
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thrown down, and found no more at all, like the 
great mill-stone that the Angel took up and 
cast into the sea. 

Then he heard the voices of many multitudes 
in Heaven praising God for His judgments. 
Upon his ear there fell the Alleluias of the 
deathless Kingdom, He saw Heaven opened, 
and the Word of God come forth with His 
sprinkled raiment and His many crowns, fol- 
lowed by the armies in Heaven, clothed in fine 
linen, on their white horses. Then the great 
dragon, the devil, was bound for a thousand 
years; and then the First Resurrection came. 
The dead, small and great, were gathered 
before the Throne, and the books were opened, 
and the dead were judged by the things that 
were written in the books, according to their 
works. And the Book of life was opened ; and 
whosoever was not found written in the Book of 
life was cast into the pool of fire. 

So passed away the first Heaven and the first 
earth. And before the gaze of the enraptured 
Seer rose up the new Heaven and the new 
earth. " I, John, saw the Holy City, the New 
Jerusalem,'* No mourning, no suffering, no 
sorrow, can be there. Its light was like jasper 
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and crystal. Its walls, great and high, had 
twelve gates, and on them the names of the 
twelve tribes of Israel, In the twelve founda- 
tions were the names of the twelve Apostles of 
the Lamb. The jasper wall gleamed before 
him; and the pavement of pure gold, like 
crystal, was shining beyond the gates of pearl. 
Those gates are open for evermore ; and there 
is no night there. The Lord God Almighty 
and the Lamb are the Temple of that City. 
He looked upon the river of the water of life 
flowing from the Throne of God and the Lamb; 
and he rested beneath the Tree with its twelve 
fruits and healing leaves. He saw the name of 
God on the foreheads of all His servants there. 
Outside, he saw the dogs, and the sorcerers, 
and the unchaste, and the murderers, and the 
servers of idols, and those that are lovers and 
makers of lies. But the City is lightened by 
God; and the Saints reign in it for ever and 
ever. 

This is what the Beloved Disciple' saw in 
Patmos. It has been in my mind longer than 
I can remember. But for this, I am certain 
that I should have been amongst the damned. 
If, by the mercy of God, I be saved, I shall 
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owe my place amongst the Redeemed to the 
Disciple whom Jesus loved. I have always 
fancied that I saw him, in his unearthly beauty 
and grandeur, in his loneliness and desolation, 
looking over the blue waters towards Ephesus, 
till the gca grew into the sea of glass and fire : 
till, on the horizon, where sea and sky were 
meeting, there rose up the jasper walls and the 
golden pinnacles, and the gates of pearl, and all 
the splendour of the Palace of the King. He 
has made me know the beauty and wondrous 
glory of the many Mansions which are waiting 
for us. He has shown me the Holy City, the 
New Jerusalem, as it was shown to him. As he 
gazes on that brightness, as he tells me of it, 
my whole soul is bowed down before him in the 
lowliest worship ; and I pray that I may have a 
place somewhere beneath his footstool, though 
it may be very far oflf, in that Temple of which 
he tells me in such burning words — in the Home 
of that Master, Whom he loved so well. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THE INCARNATE WORD AND ST JOHN. 

Jesus, the Word Incarnate, chose St John out 
of all the millions in the world to lie on His 
Heart in the night of the Passion. It is to that 
wondrous hour that my thoughts are ever going 
back. True indeed are His Words, ** My de- 
lights are to be with the children of men ;" and 
true also the words of His Apostle: "Draw 
nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you." 
John did indeed then draw nigh to God, and 
God drew him to Himself. "Draw me; we 
will run after Thee to the odour of Thy oint- 
ments. The King hath brought me into His 
store-house: we will rejoice and be glad in 
Thee." ** I sat down under His shadow whom 
I desired ; and His fruit was sweet to my taste. 
He hath brought me into the cellar of wine; 
He hath set in order charity in me." " His left 
Hand is under my head ; and His right Hand 
shall embrace me." Every day I wonder more 
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and more what sort of a man he must have 
been, who lay thus in the arms of Jesus, be- 
neath the gaze of His Divine Eyes, and on His 
Sacred Heart. 

The Son of God has stooped to us that we 
may be able to follow Him. Wonderful as it 
is, it is not more wonderful than true, that God 
in His Human Life has become our example. 
St Peter says of Him in so many words, " Leav- 
ing you an example, that you should follow 
His steps." In our Lord's soul there was 
great sweetness, and there was also great 
zeal. Sometimes He was very gentle; some- 
times He was very stern, nay, even very terrible, 
in His words and deeds. *' I have compassion 
on the multitude." " Jesus having compassion 
on them touched their eyes." "Woe to you, 
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites." ''Ye ser- 
pents, generation of vipers, how will ye flee from 
the judgment of hell } " Speaking of Herod, 
" He said to them, Go and tell that fox." "When 
He had made, as it were, a scourge of little 
cords He drove them all out of the temple, the 
sheep also and the oxen, and the money of the 
changers He poured out, and the tables He 
overthrew." " Come unto me, all ye that labour 



The Incarnate Word and St John. 8i 

and are burdened, and I will refresh you." " I 
am meek, and humble of heart." " My yoke is 
sweet, and my burden is light." These few 
verses are enough to show how gentle He was, 
and sometimes how stern. And His beloved 
Disciple was like Him in this. There is a won- 
derful mingling of gentleness and fire in the 
soul of St John, Sometimes he is like a strain 
of the sweetest music, and sometimes like the 
thunder, after which our Lord Himself named 
him. At one time he is "the whisper of a 
gentle wind," and at another time he is like ** a 
great and strong wind, overthrowing the moun- 
tains and breaking the rocks in pieces before 
the Lord." He lay on the Heart of Jesus ; he 
was the chosen guardian of Mary ; he is always 
saying such words as these, " Dearly beloved, 
let us love one another ; for love is of God : " 
**He that loveth not, knoweth not God; for 
God is love : " *' My dearest, if God hath so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another : " 
" We ought to lay down our lives for the bre- 
thren." And yet he also speaks in this way, " If 
any man say I love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a liar : " ** Who is a liar, but he who denieth 
that Jesus is the Christ ?" " He who saith that he 
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knoweth Him, and keepeth not His command- 
ments is a liar, and the truth is not in him." 

Let us consider the two following anecdotes 
together, if we wish to know a little of the spirit 
of St John. St Jerome, in the Lections in the 
Breviary for St John's day, says, ** When he 
was living in extreme old age at Ephesus, and 
could scarcely be carried into the Church, and 
was unable to say many words at a time, he 
used often to say nothing but this, ' My little 
children, love one another/ But the brethren 
grew weary of always hearing the same words, 
and said to him, * Master, why do you always 
say this ? ' The answer was worthy of John, 
* It is the commandment of our Lord, and, alone, 
it is enough/ " " St Irenaeus says that he heard 
from St Polycarp this story : The Apostle John, 
going into a bath and finding Cerinthus there, 
immediately rushed out of the house, because 
he could not bear to be under the same roof 
with such a heretic. He exhorted his com- 
panions to do the same, saying, * Let us hasten 
out, lest the bath falL on us in which is Cerin- 
thus, the enemy of the truth/ " 

Would to God that we had more of this spirit 
of St John amongst us ; more brotherly love 
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and more hatred of heresy. It is impossible 
for any one to have too fierce a hatred of every 
distortion of the faith. Heresy destroys the 
souls for which Jesus died. It is in every way 
a foul and a loathsome thing. Outside the 
Roman Church there is nothing but heresy, or 
infidelity, or Paganism in some of its countless 
forms. Every Christian sect is heretical, whether 
it be in the East or the West, for they all deny 
the personal infallibility of the Vicar of Christ. 
And it is of very small consequence whether 
they deny much or little of Revelation, if they 
deny the authority of the one Church of God. 
That Church is Catholic and Roman. "Now 
whosoever shall keep the whole law, but offend 
in one point, is become guilty of all." You 
ought to hate mortal sin with all your souls, 
whether it be in the intellectual or moral order. 
I do not say that you have to hate heretics ; 
you ought to love them and pray for them, as 
you love and pray for those of the Church who 
are in mortal sin; but I do say that you can 
not have too strong and fierce a hatred of 
heresy. It is a mortal sin to join in any way 
in the religious rites or services of heretics, that 
is, to unite yourself with them in worshipping 
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God It would be just as sinful to help them 
in any way to propagate their heresy. St John 
says, " Whosoever revolteth and continueth not 
in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He 
that continueth in the doctrine, the same hath 
both the Father and the Son. If any man come 
to you and bring not this doctrine, receive him 
not into the house, nor say to him, God speed 
you. For he that saith unto him, God speed 
you, communicateth with his wicked works/' 

It is quite heartbreaking to see the way in 
which some Catholics copy the world, and seek 
to stand well with the world. In the light of 
the faith, and amidst the grace of the Sacra- 
ments, they " trust in Egypt, a staff of a broken 
reed, upon which, if a man lean, it will break, 
and go into his hand and pierce it." They have 
a tradition, nearly two thousand years old, of 
intellectual and moral culture, such a tradition 
as the world has never seen elsewhere, and as 
the Church of God alone could give ; and yet, 
with this heritage of light and wisdom, they 
must needs want to go ** down to the Philistines 
to sharpen every man his plough-share, and his 
spade, and his axe, and his rake." There are 
some Catholics who are always finding fault 
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with everything belonging to the Church that 
can be subjected to their criticism without evi- 
dent sin. They are always, for instance, pick- 
ing holes in everything that has to do with 
devotional practices or education. They seem 
to take it for granted that the great body of 
Catholics must be wrong in these points, and 
they are going to set them right. Whether, in 
their devotion to "the wisdom of the Egyptians,* 
they do not often go into sin, I cannot say ; but 
I am certain that they are playing a very dan- 
gerous game. Moses was instructed in all this 
wisdom ; but I do not find that he was always 
running down everything Hebrew, or that he 
was always proposing the culture and wisdom 
and refinement of the Egyptians, as the one 
model to be followed by the children of Israel. 
I do not undervalue literature, or art, or science, 
or whatever " the wisdom " may be ; but I say, 
first, That all these things are literally nothing 
when compared with the life of grace in the 
soul ; and, secondly, That the Church, though 
not founded by our Lord for that express pur- 
pose, is able to organise, and develop, and con- 
tinue, all kinds of instruction in these things 
from her own unaided resources, as well as the 
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children of the world. I believe that she can 
do it far better than they can ; but I put it at 
the lowest, and say as well as they can. As to 
Catholic art, Catholic literature, Catholic educa- 
tion, though it is the fashion amongst us just 
now to run them down, I think that they in no 
way fall short of the excellence of these things, 
as developed by those who are out of the Church. 
And, if they did, I am not going to unbelievers 
to learn how to educate the young. I will take 
what the Church gives me, in the way of educa- 
tion, as well as in the order that is supernatural, 
and with that I will be content Even if Catholic 
education in natural things were far inferior to 
Protestant education, which it is not, I would 
choose that which is Catholic a thousand times 
over. I want nothing whatever, no rewards, no 
degrees, but those that the Church chooses to 
give me. She is a teacher of all that is good 
and beautiful and noble and true ; for the light 
of the New Creation overshadows the darkness 
of the old. We ought to spurn from our souls 
with hatred and contempt every thought that 
could be in any way disparaging to the Church 
of God. And yet some of us actually fall down 
and adore the golden image which Nabucho- 
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donosor, the prince of the darkness of the world, 
has set up in Dura — ^that is, in the habitations 
of men. To my mind the burning fiery furnace 
would be far better than this. One, " like the 
Son of God," will walk with us in the midst of 
the flame ; but He can do nothing for us while 
we humble ourselves in abject worship before 
the world, and its images of clay and gold. If 
only we be faithful to our Lord, the "dew- 
bringing wind " will be round us in the fiercest 
burning, and the smell of the fire will not pass 
even on our clothes. We need not go to Pharao 
or Nabuchodonosor or Demas, "loving the 
world," to be instructed in their wisdom ; but 
they have to come to us that they may learn 
what to do to be saved ; that they may find in 
the teaching of theologians, and in the words 
and lives of the Saints, and, above all, in the 
infallible voice of the Apostolic See, that light 
which they cannot find elsewhere ; that joy 
which the Holy Ghost only gives in the Church; 
that " peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing ; " that " love of Christ which passeth 
knowledge." These things are found in their 
perfection only in " the household of faith," and 
even there only fill those who are humble and 
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teachable with " all the fulness of God/' It was 
from the Sacred Heart of Jesus that St John 
learned his great hatred of heresy and of the 
world, and his great love of the unchangeable 
faith, the heritage of the Church, " as the truth 
is in Jesus." If we ask him, he will obtain the 
same gifts for us, in measure and degree ; espe- 
cially will he do this if we ask him to do it by 
the memory of those enraptured moments when 
he lay in a mystic Sabbath upon the Human 
Heart of God. And by that blissful time, full 
of sweetness, full of holy fear, full of sorrow 
because of the Agony that was coming, we can 
see, in a little way, what must have been St 
John's devotion to the Sacred Heart. 

He had also an intense devotion to the Pre- 
cious Blood, as we can tell by his own words. 
" One of the soldiers with a spear opened His 
side, and immediately there came out blood and 
water. And he that saw it hath given testimony, 
and his testimony is true. And he knoweth that 
he saith true, that ye also may believe." And 
again : " This is He that came by water and 
blood, Jesus Christ ; not by water only, but by 
water and blood." It is his reverent love for the 
Blood of Jesus that makes him dwell thus upon 
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it And the Holy Ghost used that devotion to 
set before us the Blood of our Redemption. 

So St John writes again of that Blood in the 
Apocalypse, telling us how our Lord "hath 
loved us and washed us from our sins in His 
Own Blood." And again : " Thou art worthy, 
O Lord, to take the book, and to open the seals 
thereof: because Thou wast slain, and hast re- 
deemed us to God, in Thy Blood, out of every 
tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation." 
And then, speaking of the Redeemed, he says, 
in the words of the Angel, ''These are they 
who are come out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes and made them white in 
the Blood of the Lamb." And thus he saw 
our Lord : " He was clothed with a garment 
sprinkled with blood, and His name is called 
The Word of God." 

But for St John and his devotion to the Five 
Sacred Wounds, we should not have known how 
the Side of Jesus was pierced after His death 
by the lance of the centurion ; nor should we 
have known how our glorified Lord has chosen, 
in His Divine love and wisdom, to bear those 
marks of His Cross for ever on His Body. 
" Then He saith to Thomas, Put in thy finger 
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hither and see My Hands, and bring hither thy 
hand and put it into My Side." He saw those 
gracious tokens of the Passion on the Body of 
Jesus, even in Heaven : ** Behold, in the midst 
of the throne, and of the four living Creatures, 
and in the midst of the Ancients, a Lamb stand- 
ing as it were slain." He heard the praise that 
was there given to his Lord : " The Lamb that 
was slain is worthy to receive power, and divi- 
nity, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
and glory, and benediction," 

But still I think that his great devotion of all 
was his devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, for 
that was the very presence of the Master whom 
he so dearly loved. His Sacred Heart, and 
Precious Blood, and Five Sacred Wounds, were 
all there. The very act of giving Communion 
to Mary must have taught him mysteries about 
the Blessed Sacrament, such as no other soul 
has ever known. The mere looking into the 
face of the Mother of God, as she received Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament, must have given him 
an insight into heights and depths of the Divine 
Mystery of Transubstantiation, which he could 
have gained in no other way. But, what could 
be told he has written for us in that marvel- 
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lous Sixth Chapter of his Gospel, which seems, 
as we read it, to kindle and burn with the fire 
of Divine wisdom. Living as John did with 
Mary, and hearing her sweet words every day, 
I cannot but believe that many of the verses of 
his wondrous Gospel are her very words. It 
seems to me far more likely that it should be so 
than that it should not ; and, if it be so, what 
an especial sacredness that Gospel of his would 
have. Serene wisdom, tranquil yet burning 
holiness, far-seeing prudence, perfect justice, and 
perfect love, were in all the words that fell from 
our Lady's immaculate lips. Where has there 
been a teacher like Mary ? Where has there 
been a learner like John ? Since the day that 
our Divine Master went up to His Throne, the 
three most beautiful sights that have been in 
the world, as I think, are these : Mary assisting 
at John's Mass, and adoring Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament, elevated ih the hands of the Dis- 
ciple whom He loved ; Mary receiving her 
Divine Son and Saviour in Holy Communion 
from the hands of John ; and Mary and John 
watching before the Tabernacle, loving and 
adoring Jesus, beneath whose blood-stained 
Cross they had stood in the agony of the great 
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woe. Thinking only of creatures, I can call to 
mind no such visions of loveliness as these on 
this side of the gates of pearl. 

As we are considering the relation in which 
St John stood to our Lord, not only in his devo- 
tions but in his life, I must not pass over those 
times when our Lord chose him and Peter and 
James, to be witnesses of three great manifesta- 
tions of His power, and His glory, and His 
suffering. Peter and James and John, alone 
of His Disciples, went with Him when He 
raised to life the daughter of the ruler of the 
synagogue. Peter and James and John were 
with Him on Thabor when He was transfigured 
before them with raiment '* shining and exceed- 
ingly white, like snow, so as no fuller on earth 
can make white ; " when they heard Him talk 
with Moses and Elias, the representatives of the 
Law and the Prophets, about the death that He 
had to die in Jerusalem ; and when they heard 
the voice out of the overshadowing cloud, " This 
is my most beloved Son." The same chosen 
three were with Him in Gethsemani when He 
prayed that if it were His Father's will His 
chalice might pass away ; when " there appeared 
to Him an angel from Heaven strengthening 
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Him ;" and when " being in an agony He prayed 
the longer, and His sweat became as drops of 
blood trickling down upon the ground." 

As a consequence of this we find St John with 
St Peter after the Ascension, They are walking 
as friends in the House of God : " Now Peter 
and John went up into the temple at the ninth 
hour of prayer." And afterwards John and 
James tarried in Jerusalem (this was the other 
James), in the closest friendship with the Sove- 
reign Pontiff, helping, as far as they could, that 
first Vicar of our Lord ; for St Paul says, " When 
they had known the grace that was given to 
me, James and Cephas and John, who seemed 
to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right 
hands of fellowship." 

From the day when Jesus called John in 
Bethania beyond the Jordan, just after he had 
heard his master, the holy Baptist, say, " Behold 
the Lamb of God," till the day when he saw 
that Lamb, hanging as an eternal sacrifice on 
the Cross ; and then till the day, when he saw 
the same Divine Lamb, "as it were slain," in 
the midst, of the Throne ; he never faltered in 
his course, nor turned the breadth of a hair from 
the path which His Divine Lord marked out for 
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him. The love of Jesus kept deepening in his 
heart ; and " beholding the glory of the Lord 
with open face '* he was '* transformed into the 
same image, from glory to glory, as by the 
spirit of the Lord." He walked and did not 
faint ; he ran and was not weary ; he renewed 
his strength, and took wings as an eagle. 

He seems always to have kept his gaze fixed 
on the Eternal Word ; and, because of that, to 
have referred everything that he saw or heard 
to the Sacred Humanity of the Word Incarnate. 
His one desire was to proclaim to all the world 
the deathless love that brought his Divine 
Saviour from Heaven to earth; that on earth 
took Him from Bethlehem to Calvary, from 
Calvary to Olivet, from Olivet to Heaven 
and the Altars of His Church. Beautiful and 
attractive to me, beyond words, is the Beloved 
Disciple, as I think of him gazing into the Face 
of Jesus, and drinking in the words from His 
Divine lips. He is the Saint of the Precious 
Blood and the Sacred Heart ; the Saint of our 
Lord's Human Nature and of His Eternal God- 
head. Jesus said to His Apostles, " Ye are 
My friends," He said also, " I have called you 
friends," and out of all His friends John is dear- 
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est to His Sacred Heart. He says, moreover, 
" Ye have not chosen Me ; but I have chosen 
you," and John was especially His chosen One, 
the Disciple whom He loved the most. O that 
we could have in our souls one little spark of 
the fire with which St John loved the Master 
Whom he saw transfigured on Thabor, and 
bowed down with uttermost anguish in Geth- 
semani. 



CHAPTER IX. 

OUB LADY AND ST JOHN. 

God is always pouring His grace upon His crea- 
tures with a most bountiful hand. He is the 
Divine Sower, ever going forth to sow His seed. 
Wonderful beyond all words are the graces that 
He has given to His Saints; but still more won- 
derful, as we know, though we cannot under- 
stand, are the graces that He has given to our 
Lady, the Queen of the great Kingdom of 
Jesus. 

At the beginning of her life, her grace was 
far beyond that of all creatures, when they have 
finished their course. "The Lord loveth the 
gates of Sion above all the tabernacles of Jacob. 
Glorious things are said of thee, O City of God." 
The more grace that any creature has, the 
dearer it is to God, the Giver of grace and of 
every good and perfect gift. Mary, therefore, 
at the beginning of her life, was far dearer to 
her Creator than all other creatures that He 
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ever has made, or ever will make. She was in- 
expressibly dear to the Three Divine Persons of 
the Ever-Blessed Trinity. 

But every creature corresponding with grace 
grows in grace ; and the growth is in proportion 
to the perfection of the correspondence and the 
nature of the grace. As we grow in grace, and 
walk more closely with God, we become dearer 
to Him. Mary corresponded perfectly with 
every grace that was ever given to her ; and 
she is the only creature that has ever done so. 
More grace was poured upon her than upon any 
other creature, and her correspondence with that 
grace was perfect. The grace in her soul was 
constantly being doubled, or trebled, or quad- 
rupled ; and sometimes its increase was greater 
even than this. For though she corresponded 
perfectly with each grace, yet her increase in 
grace was not necessarily in the same propor- 
tion at each time ; as different graces bring with 
them, when perfectly corresponded with, diffe- 
rent measures of increase in love and holiness. 
If you use perfectly some actual grace in doing 
an ordinary action, the habitual grace in your 
soul might be doubled only ; whilst perfect cor- 
respondence with some actual grace in doing a 
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heroic action might increase fivefold the grace 
in your soul. So our Lady went on increasing 
in grace, swiftly and ceaselessly, all through her 
beautiful life. And there were three times in 
her life when the increase of her grace was so 
much greater than at all other times, that they 
are called pre-eminently her Three Sanctifica- 
tions. First, she was sanctified in her Immacu- 
late Conception, as the most chosen Daughter 
of the Eternal Father. Next, she was sanctified 
in the mystery of the Annunciation, as the Elect 
Virgin-Mother of the Word Incarnate. Thirdly, 
she was sanctified amongst the fires of Pente- 
cost, as the most chosen Bride and Spouse of 
the Holy Ghost. All her life she was growing 
in grace, growing in holiness, growing in dear- 
ness to God. What her grace was at the begin- 
ning of her life no created Intelligence can say ; 
still less, therefore, can any say what it was 
when her life was drawing to its close, and she 
was waiting, day by day, to pass to her Heavenly 
Throne. But we do know that the measure of 
her holiness, if it could be taken, would show 
exactly her preciousness in the sight of her 
Creator. What a treasure, then, Mary must 
have been to God when, just before her Third 
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Sanctification^ she stood in the darkness on the 
heights of Calvary. 

The Beloved Disciple had lain on the Heart 
of His Divine Master, as the anguish of His 
passion was falling upon Him darker and 
stronger than ever. He had gone with him to 
Gethsemani, to the house of the Chief Priest, 
along the Way of Sorrows, up Calvary. At 
last, with Mary, pure through her sinlessness, 
and with Magdalen, pure through the greatness 
of her penitence, he stood beneath the Cross of 
the anointed Saviour of the world. 

A Divine Sufferer is hanging there before 
them. He is dying, with parched-up lips, in 
the extremity of pain and anguish. Upon Him 
are lying the weight of the world's sin, and the 
punishment of the world's transgression. He is 
treading the wine-press alone. He is bearing 
our infirmities and carrying our sorrows. Our 
sins are bruising Him; our iniquities are wound- 
ing Him. On Him falls the chastisement of 
our peace ; on Him the Lord is laying the 
iniquity of us all. It is said — " For the wicked- 
ness of My people have I struck Him." "He 
shall bear their iniquities." The miraculous 
darkness is creeping ovqjr the world, and the far 
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more miraculous darkness of his dereliction is 
creeping over His Human Soul. The great 
Sacrifice is deepening to the end, when He will 
say, " It is finished/' Then, in the very depth 
and height of His Agony, He turned His thorn- 
crowned head, and looked upon two of His 
creatures, and spoke to each of them. They 
had, indeed, a beatitude, immeasurable and 
eternal, in such a look and in such words, at 
such a time. '* When Jesus, therefore, had seen 
His Mother and the Disciple standing whom 
He loved, He saith to His Mother: Woman, 
behold thy Son. After that He saith to the 
Disciple : Behold thy Mother." I feel that I can- 
not get even the dimmest glance of the blessed- 
ness of John in receiving such a gift from the 
Divine Hands of Jesus, whilst the nails were 
through them on the Cross. He looked upon 
Mary and John in the gathering darkness ; the 
uttermost depths of the Love of God were in 
his eyes, half-blinded with tears and blood ; 
then he commended Mary to the care of His 
Beloved Disciple; then He made Mary the 
Mother of John, and made John the son of 
Mary. 
Let us try to see a little of the meaning of 
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this. All men that have ever lived, being crea- 
tures of God, are the children of Mary. But, in 
a higher sense, all those who are baptized are 
her children, though they know it not. And, in 
a far higher sense still, all Catholics are her 
children. In the truest and most real sense of 
all, she can only be said to be the Mother of 
Catholics, that is, of those who sincerely and 
loyally acknowledge and reverence and love the 
Holy Father, the Vicar of her Son. In such 
days as these we can never keep such a truth as 
this too constantly before our minds. No one 
has the faintest shadow of a claim to the name 
of Catholic unless he be in the Roman Church, 
and submit himself, entirely and absolutely, 
with full assent of the mind, to the infallible 
voice of the Vicar of our Divine Lord. The 
Roman Church is the only Church of God in 
the world ; is the one Ark by which we can be 
saved from the deluge of sin and judgment. 
Again, only in the Catholic Church is there 
light; and on all the world outside there is 
darkness. The ninth plague of Pharao was a 
type of this. '* There came horrible darkness in 
all the land of Egypt." " But wheresoever the 
children of Israel dwelt there was light" There 
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is now a " horrible darkness," a cfarkness " so 
thick that it may be felt," over all the souls that 
are outside the Roman Church of God ; but 
there is light wherever Israel dwells, that is, 
wherever Catholics are to be found. And all 
those who have the light of the faith are in the 
highest and deepest sense the only true children 
of Mary. Whichever way we put this great 
truth, it is full of consolation and guidance and 
strength. Every child of God is a child of 
Mary, and every child of Mary is a child of 
the Holy Father, If, therefore, any one be not 
in every way subject to the Holy Father, you 
know that he cannot be a child of God. But 
all this is just as true if we put it the other way. 
Every child of the Holy Father is a child of 
Mary; and every child of Mary is a child of 
God. If, therefore, any one be in every way 
subject to the Holy Father, believing what he 
believes, and doing what he commands, keeping 
the Divine Law and the Precepts of the Church, 
guiding his life always in accordance with the 
Church's spirit, you know for certain that he is 
a child of God. The Eternal Son, in His great 
charity, gives Himself to those who acknowledge 
His Vicar. "And this is the testimony that God 



Our Lady and St John, 103 

hath given to us eternal llfe^ and this life is in 
His Son. He that hath the Son hath life. He 
that hath not the Son hath not life." The 
Roman Church is a bright light in a dark 
world ; it is a Holy Church in an evil world. 
" We know that we are of God, and that the 
whole world is seated in wickedness. And we 
know that the Son of God is come ; and hath 
given us understanding that we may know the 
true God, and may be in His true Son. This is 
the true God and eternal life." 

All Catholics, therefore, are children of Mary ; 
but our Lord made St John her son in a different 
sense from this. His words are "verba effi- 
cacia;" they always effect what they signify. 
When He said, "Be light made," the "light 
was made." When He called water wine in 
Cana of Galilee, the water was immediately 
made into wine. When He called Mary the 
Mother of John, He made her his Mother. 
When He called John the son of Mary, He 
made him her son ; made him her son in a 
sense in which no other Catholics can be her 
sons ; and made her his Mother in a sense in 
which she cannot be the Mother of any but 
him. It is just as He said Himself about 
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Abraham : ** Think not to say within your- 
selves, We have Abraham for our father. For 
I tell you that God is able of these stones to 
raise up children unto Abraham." If God 
therefore, by a word, could have made stones 
into true children of Abraham, just as easily, by 
a word from His Cross, did He make John a 
true child of Mary. In his relation to Mary he 
stands for evermore between our Lord and the 
myriads of the Redeemed. 

But this is not all. Our Lord chose John 
out of ail the world to fill His Own place with 
regard to our Lady, now that He was going 
away ; and to be to her, in a measure, what He 
had been. And of one thing we are quite cer- 
tain that He gave His Beloved Disciple grace 
to be what He intended him to be, and to do 
what He intended him to do. The Sacred 
Scriptures are express in telling us that he ful- 
filled his charge : *' Ex ilia hora accepit earn 
discipulus in sua." From that hour he took her 
to be his own Mother, and took her to his own 
home. 

The more that we think of the holiness of 
Mary at this time, the more we see how our 
Lord must have loved John, when He com- 
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mitted her to his care. Mary, as one of the 
Church, was given to Peter ; but, in an especial 
way, for love and care she was given to John. 
Remember that she is far more to God than all 
the rest of His Redeemed. She is far more 
precious in His sight than all Saints and Angels. 
At this time, of which I am writing, she was get- 
ting near to the fulness and perfection of her 
grace ; and for the rest of her life she was to dwell 
beneath the roof of John. From this time, till 
the end of her life, John had to watch over her 
and guard her. What must our Lord have 
made him, as regards purity and all holiness, 
that he should be found worthy of such a 
charge. The dearer that Mary was to God, 
the more wonderful was the charge that our 
Lord gave to John. 

But before we consider the life of Mary with 
John, after our Lord's Ascension, let us just 
think of her life with that beloved Evangelist 
during the forty days of our Lord's tarrying on 
earth. To His Apostles, ** He showed Himself 
alive after His Passion, by many proofs, for forty 
days appearing to them, and speaking of the 
Kingdom of God." As He appeared first to 
our Lady, so He was with her most of the time 
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during which He remained here after His Resur- 
rection. He showed Himself from time to time 
to His Apostles and Disciples, but He abode 
with Mary ; and Mary was dwelling in the house 
of the Disciple whom He loved. Our hearts 
must be utterly filled with love and wonder 
when we think of the sanctity of that home. 
Mary was rejoicing in the great triumph over 
sin and darkness and death. She saw how the 
glory of Easter would pour, ever fresh and ever 
strong, over the hearts of men till the great day 
of doom. Jesus, in His radiant beauty, had 
come back to her from the grave, and in His 
risen splendour was preparing her for her third 
great Sanctification, when at Pentecost the fire 
of the Lord would be kindled in Sion, and His 
furnace would be burning in Jerusalem. Jesus 
Himself, as Man, had great joy in His Sacred 
Heart, because the terrible conflict was over, 
and the victory w^as won. A divinely human 
joy filled and overflowed His Soul because of 
His Own Resurrection and the Resurrection of 
His Redeemed at the last great day. " They 
shall rejoice before Thee as they that rejoice in 
the harvest ; as conquerors rejoice after taking a 
prey when they divide the spoils. For the yoke 
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of their burden, and the rod of their shoulder, 
and the sceptre of their oppressor, Thou hast 
overcome." " His empire shall be multiplied, 
and there shall be no end of His peace ; He shall 
sit upon the throne of David and upon His 
Kingdom, to establish it, and strengthen it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth and 
for ever." Thus He was rejoicing in those forty 
days. When He showed Himself to Mary, 
John and the Holy Angels were looking on with 
the most utter reverence and the most utter love. 
It seems impossible to put into words the sanc- 
tity of that home where Jesus, Risen and Glori- 
fied, abode with Mary till the Day of His 
Ascension. 

That He did there abide with her is pro- 
bable in the highest degree. To me it seems 
very irreverent to suppose that our Lord, during 
His unascended life, merely kept Himself hidden 
in the air or on the earth when He was not ap- 
pearing to His Disciples. On the other hand, 
the most reverent supposition that I can think 
of is that He abode during that time with our 
Lady. And, if so, St Michael himself could not 
tell us of the holiness and loveliness of that house 
of John, to which he took Mary from the Cross. 
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Afterwards she lived with him at Ephesus. 
That was his own Diocese, though, as an Apos- 
tle, he had a universal jurisdiction ; and though, 
in some special way, as the Breviary says in the 
words of St Jerome, " he founded and ruled all 
the Churches of Asia." They still to this day 
point out in Ephesus the site of the house 
where Mary and John used to live. The pre- 
sent Archbishop of Smyrna, just before starting 
to attend the CEcumenical Council, had an Altar 
erected in the open air on the very spot which 
tradition has always pointed out as the place 
where the house of Mary and John stood ; and 
there he said Mass for the great Council then 
assembling. He turned to the Vicars Apostolic 
who were there and said, " Let us pray on this 
site of the house of Mary and John for our Holy 
Father in Rome, that God may bless him and 
give him even the years of John." And well 
may the site of that house be remembered, for 
it was indeed a home most blessed, and most 
full of light and peace. The only wonder is 
that it was not kept safe and unharmed till 
now. 

There Mary lived for about fifteen years at 
least, and John watched over her. Every day 
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she so grew in grace that she was a wonder even 
to the Angels who worship before the Throne 
and see the Face of God. Every day she was 
becoming dearer to the Sacred Heart, and every 
day her Divine Spouse, the Holy Ghost, was 
drawing her nearer to Himself. Think, then, 
what John must have been to whose care she 
was then intrusted. I did not know in the 
least what to say of him, because his was the 
house to which Mary was taken from Calvary, 
and because, in that house, he was with Mary 
and Jesus Glorified during those wondrous days 
of our Lord's tarrying here. Nor do I know 
now what to say of him, when I think that he 
had the care of Mary during those years of 
light when her sun-clothing was growing into 
its predestined splendour and sevenfold beauty, 
and her twelve stars were brightening to the 
perfect glory of her crown. 

Day by day St John offered the Immaculate 
Lamb on the Altar; and day by day Mary 
assisted at the Holy Sacrifice. They had seen 
the great Sacrifice on Calvary, and had stood 
there in the darkness through hours of anguish 
beneath the rain of the Precious Blood. But, as 
John offered Him to His Eternal Father, He 
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did not die, and no blood fell upon Mary's veil. 
That Sacrifice of Calvary has never ceased 
through the long years. It is now a Mystery 
as sweet and as gracious as it was to the Apos- 
tles of the Lamb, and to Magdalen and Nicode- 
mus and Joseph of Arimathea. But no souls 
ever went so far into the depths of that loving 
mystery as the souls of Mary and John. The 
devotion with which Mary heard Mass is a 
thing far beyond the reach of any angelic Intel- 
ligence. But she is inexpressibly attractive as 
she kneels, in her majestic humility and her 
majestic love, before the Altar. 

Then there were her Communions. And the 
thought of the Communions of Mary is enough 
to dim our eyes with tears, and fill our hearts 
with love. The " Disciple whom Jesus loved " 
is carrying, in the Blessed Sacrament, that 
Divine Master on Whose Heart he had lain ; 
he is carrying Him to Mary, that He may go 
to His best-loved throne — that is His throne in 
her Immaculate Heart. The light of Heaven 
is in her face, as with a great desire she waits 
for the coming of her Lord. " Stay me up 
with flowers; compass me about with apples"; 
because I languish with love." *' Arise, make 
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haste, my Love, my Dove, my beautiful One, 
and come." " Come from Libanus, my Spouse, 
come from Libanus, come." " My beloved is 
white and ruddy, chosen out of thousands." 
" Shew me Thy face ; let Thy voice sound in 
my ears ; for Thy voice is sweet, and Thy face 
is beautiful." 

So she dwelt at Ephesus till in her gracious 
death she fell asleep on the Heart of God ; and 
John was left alone. He had to wait for about 
fifty years before he entered into his rest. 
Once, at any rate, before that time he saw her 
again, when the sea round Patmos was lighted up 
by her glory, and he gazed with wonder on her 
radiant robe and twelve-starred crown ; gazed 
with unutterable love on the beautiful face that 
he had known so well upon earth, that he knew 
then so well, though there kept falling from 
it a rain of glory, and it was transfigured with 
the splendour of the Day. 

And when the hour of his death came Mary 
did not forget what he had been to her ; nor did 
Jesus forget what the Disciple whom He loved 
had done for her whom He loved still more. 
John had given Mary a home in Jerusalem, and 
there Jesus glorified had been with them for 
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a little while. John had given Mary another 
home in Ephesus, and there Jesus had been 
with them in the Blessed Sacrament. In that 
home Mary abode till her earthly life was 
ended. When John came to die he went to 
the home which Jesus and Mary had made 
ready in Heaven for him. 



CHAPTER X. 

HIS ASSUMPTION INTO HEAVEN. 

I BELIEVE firmly, and have long believed, that 
St John after his death was assumed bodily 
into Heaven. I believe this, partly because 
there has never been a primary relic of him in 
the Church, and it seems impossible that, dying 
at Ephesus, and being the last of the Apostles, 
his body could have been lost ; and partly, 
because there has been a tradition of it in the 
Church, though the tradition may not have 
been widely and generally known ; and partly 
I acknowledge, because I naturally believe any- 
thing that seems to be for the glory of the 
Disciple whom Jesus and Mary loved. 

And there is one thing which it is important 
to remember. When you come to think of it 
the wonder is, not that John rose from the dead, 
but that Peter and Paul and Andrew and 
Philip and the rest did not. For many of the 

Old Testament Saints are now in Heaven with 
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their bodies. St Matthew, speaking of our 
Lord's crucifixion, says : " The graves were 
opened; and many bodies of the Saints that 
had slept arose ; and, coming out of the tombs 
after His Resurrection, came into the Holy 
City and appeared unto many." Now it is the 
common opinion that these Saints rose in a 
perfect resurrection, and therefore did not die 
again, but went up in their bodies to Heaven 
with our Lord, as part of the retinue of the 
Ascension of Him Who " is risen from the dead, 
the first-fruits of them that sleep." Amongst 
these are believed to have been, as Cornelius 
says, "Adam, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Mel- 
chisedech, David, for they desired to be buried 
nowhere but in the Promised Land, that they 
might be partakers of the resurrection of Christ 
Job and Jonas also are amongst the number, for 
they in themselves were types of the Resurrec- 
tion of our Lord. So also rose Moses, Josue, 
Samuel, Isaias, Jeremias, Ezechiel, and other 
prophets." There cannot be the least doubt 
that St Joseph was amongst them; for the 
Church has never had any primary relic of him. 
So also would be Daniel, the Beloved Prophet 
of the old Dispensation. Pineda thinks that 
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Daniel rose then; but Cornelius objects that 
his body is in Rome. I can find no mention, 
however, of Daniel in any list of Roman relics. 
Now we should have thought that Ananias, 
Azarias, and Misael, would have been raised at 
our Lord's Resurrection ; and that St John the 
Baptist would have been amongst such honoured 
Saints. But we are certain that this was not 
so; for the bodies of Ananias, Azarias, and 
Misael, are in the Church of St Adrian in the 
Forum ; and parts of St John the Baptist's 
body are in Rome, Florence, Genoa, and other 
places. The bodies of St Lazarus also and of 
his sister St Mary Magdalen are at Marseilles. 
No one can ever say how God will act ; nor can 
any one explain His secret Counsels. "Two 
shall be in the field ; one shall be taken, and 
one shall be left." So that I do not wonder at 
the Assumptions of Adam, Abraham, Moses, 
Job, Isaias, St Joseph, and St John, with the 
others before-named ; but I should rather won- 
der, if I ventured to wonder at anything that 
God does, that when these were taken such 
Saints as St John the Baptist, St Peter, and St 
Paul should be left. 
With regard to these Saints who rose after 
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our Lord's Resurrection, Cornelius a Lapide 
says, that though some think that they died 
again, the truer opinion is that they did not. 
He makes a quotation from St Bridget's revela- 
tions, in which the Saint supposes that our Lady 
told her that only our Lord and herself were in 
Heaven with their bodies. But he evidently 
believes this to be only a theological opinion, 
for he immediately continues thus: — ''Others 
more truly think that these Saints did not die 
again, but rose to eternal life. This opinion is 
grounded on the following reasons : — First, it 
was right and proper that our Lord should at 
once show the fruit of His Own death and resur- 
rection in the blessed resurrection of His Saints. 
Secondly, as their souls were glorified, it was 
not fitting that they should be joined to any 
bodies but those that were glorified and immor- 
tal. Thirdly, if they had to die again so soon, 
they could not have felt happiness but rather 
misery; so that they would have even chosen, if 
they could, not to rise in this way, seeing that 
death was to come again so quickly. Fourthly, 
there was a fittingness that these Saints should 
adorn the resurrection and ascension of our 
Lord and His great triumph, as captives re- 
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deemed by Him and freed from death, and as 
spoils which He had snatched away from de- 
struction and hell." Cornelius adds another 
reason which does not seem sp forcible as these. 
He then goes on as follows: — "Thus think 
Origen, St Jerome, St Thomas, St Bede, St 
Anselm, St Clement of Alexandria, Eusebius, 
St Epiphanius, and more modern writers in 
great numbers. Nor is this view opposed by 
that passage in the Hebrews, * That they should 
not be perfected without us,' for this does not 
allude to a perfecting before the Day of Judg- 
ment, but before our Lord's first coming." 

To me it seems impossible to believe that our 
Lord, in the first splendour of His great victory 
over death, should have raised up those bodies 
of His Saints and made them the companions, 
as it were, of His Own glorified Body, only to 
give them back at once to the worms and the 
power of the destroyer. And indeed it may 
well be that there was something in the Justice 
of God which required this resurrection of the 
Old Testament Saints. When Saints die now 
they go straight to the Beatific Vision, and the 
fires of Purgatory touch them not. But the 
Saints who died before our Lord's Resurrection 
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could not go to the Vision of God, and so they 
were detained in the Limbus of the Fathers. 
Now, though that place of their waiting was not 
like Purgatory, but was a place of rest and re- 
freshment and exceedingly great joy, still God 
may have seen that it was just to make up to 
them for the delay of the Beatific Vision, by 
anticipating the resurrection of their bodies. 

And, further, it does certainly seem a very 
fitting thing that St Joseph and St John should 
have been taken at once in their bodies to 
Heaven. They are the two Saints to whom 
Mary specially belonged. St Joseph was her 
Spouse, St John, because of a divine word on 
the Cross, was her Son. What is more, they 
were far nearer to her, far more like her in vir- 
ginal purity, than any other two creatures have 
ever been. And so, when we come to think of 
it, we feel how right and beautiful a thing it is 
that they should have been raised from the dead 
by the power of God, that, in their bodies, they 
might be at once with Mary in her Heavenly 
Kingdom. 

And, though it does not exactly bear upon 
what I am saying, let me say a word about St 
Peter here : — First, because he also was brought 
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very near to Mary ; and next, because of the 
love that I have for him as the First and great- 
est Vicar of our Lord I like to think of St 
Peter as being the Vicar of Jesus whilst the 
Mother of Jesus was yet on earth. It over- 
shadows him with such a marvellous sanctity, 
it decks him with such a wondrous light, when 
we think that the Queen of Heaven was subject 
to his jurisdiction, as the Vicar of her Son. I 
love St Peter weeping bitterly when he had 
denied his Master ; I love him reigning as the 
Sovereign Pontiff at Antioch or at Rome ; I 
love him hanging head downwards on his cross ; 
and I love him as he is on his throne now in the 
golden City, ever feeding our Lord's sheep and 
lambs on earth by the hands of his Successors, 
ever opening with his keys the gate of Heaven 
that the Redeemed may enter in. 

These three — Joseph, Peter, John — are sha- 
dows of God upon earth. Joseph represents 
the overshadowing love of the Eternal Father. 
Peter, sanctified as the Supreme Pontiff of the 
Church of the Holy Ghost amongst the fires of 
Pentecost, represents that Eternal Spirit. This 
dispensation in which we live is the great day 
of the work of the Holy Ghost ; and His seven 
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gifts are perfected in the Church, and only in 
the Church, over which Peter reigns. John, with 
his eagle-gaze and the burning love of his heart 
and the brightness of his wisdom, represents the 
Eternal Son, who was in the beginning with 
God, and was God ; who was the light of the 
world whilst he dwelt here ; and who is now the 
light of the City of the Saints, *' for the glory of 
God hath enlightened it, and the Lamb is the 
lamp thereof." 

And now to return to my subject. 

In the first place, then, let us consider the 
relics. The Church of St John Lateran, the 
Holy Father's own Cathedral, the Mother 
Church of Christendom, is dedicated to St John 
the Baptist and St John the Evangelist. There, 
if anywhere, would be found primary relics of 
these two great Saints. I take the authorised 
list of the relics in St John Lateran ; and I copy 
down some of them which bear on this question, 
numbering them as they are numbered in the list. 

15. A piece of a shoulder of St Lawrence. 

16. The cup in which, by order of Domitian, 
the poison was offered to the Apostle St John. 

17. A miraculous coat of St John. 

18. A piece of the chain with which St John 
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was bound on his journey from Ephesus to 
Rome, 

19. Some of the bones of St Andrew. 

20. A piece of the chin of St John the 
Baptist. 

21. A piece of the hair and a piece of the gar- 
ment of our Lady. 

Here are primary reh'cs of St Andrew and St 
John the Baptist, but only secondary relics of 
our Lady and St John. No one will say that 
the place of St Andrew's death is as certain as 
the place of St John's death. If St John had 
died in the wilds of Central Africa, or in the 
trackless deserts of Mongolia, no one could have 
wondered if we had had no relics of him. But 
he died in the midst of the civilised world at 
Ephesus, where his house and his church were 
known. Not only so ; he died when the eyes of 
the whole of Christendom were turned on him, 
and when the faithful regarded him with won- 
drous love and wondrous reverence, as *'the 
Disciple whom Jesus loved," and the last of the 
Apostles of the Lamb. 

Now, as I said before, there has never been 
in the Church a primary relic of St John ; and, 
considering the circumstances of his death, I 
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say that this would have been a simple impossi^ 
bility, if any one had known where to find his 
sacred virginal body. 

Next, there is the tradition of the Church. 
Before I speak of that, let me speak of a belief 
about him, which was held by Saints, though it 
gradually died out. This belief goes to prove 
what I am saying. 

There were many in early times who held 
that St John was not dead, and that he would 
return with Henoch and Elias, to bear witness 
against antichrist in the last days. This was 
the opinion of St Hippolytus, St Dorotheus, St 
John of Damascus, and Simeon Metaphrastes. 
Theophylact, Salmeron, Barradius, and Euthy- 
mius also incline to this opinion. Now, this 
shows the great mystery that there was about 
St John, and shows also clearly that his body 
could not be found. It is also a sufficient 
answer to one or two passages in the Fathers, 
asserting that St John's grave was at Ephesus, 
and by implication that his body was there also. 

Next, as to the tradition. St Peter Damian, 
not only a Saint, but also a Doctor of the Church, 
and a great and shining light, speaks of him 
as follows : " Who is not filled with wonder at 
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the unheard-of miracle of his blessed death? 
Who is not astonished at the glory of his most 
blessed departure ? As his life was a wonder, 
so also his death was a wonder; and, as he 
had not lived a life like other men, so he 
did not die a death like theirs. For this is 
what the histories tell of him : he had a square 
grave made in the Church; he then went 
into it ; and, after long and earnest prayer, 
his soul passed from his body." Cornelius a 
Lapide says, after this quotation — ** Then he tells 
us of a new miracle," and continues the quotation 
from St Peter — " Soon such a light from Heaven 
fell on the place, that no one could bear to look 
at it. After the light was gone, the grave was 
found to have nothing in it but manna, of which 
it is said to be full to this day. Thus was it 
fitting that the Beloved Disciple of the Giver 
of life should pass from the world, and that he 
should be as far removed from pain in death 
as he was from the corruption of the flesh." It 
seems to me impossible to believe that so great 
a Saint as St Peter Damian, who is amongst the 
few Doctors acknowledged and canonised by 
the Holy See, would have written this without 
some sufficient foundation. 
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Then Cornelius goes on — "Nicephorus adds 
that the body of St John, like the body of our 
Lady, could not be found after his burial ; be- 
cause it had risen, and was glorified with Christ 
in Heaven. St Ambrose mentions this opinion, 
and St Jerome (or whoever was the author of 
the Sermon on the Assumption), and they do 
not reject it. St Thomas Aquinas says that it 
is a pious opinion, that St John rose from the 
dead; and St Peter Damian says the same.' 
He then says that St Peter gives the following 
reason for his belief; the words that I am about 
to quote being St Peter's own :^-" It is asserted 
with probability, and is a pious belief, that, as 
is believed of the blessed Mother of God, so St 
John rose from the dead ; for, as they were alike 
in their virginal purity, so they seem justly to 
be equalled in an anticipated resurrection ; nor 
should there be any difference in their resurrec- 
tion, in whom there was such a marvellous like- 
ness of life. For, if these most blessed Virgins, 
namely, Mary and John, have not risen, how is 
it that their bodies are not in their tombs, when 
the bodies of blessed Peter and Paul and the 
other Apostles and martyrs are known to have 
been in their own graves.^" Cornelius then 
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adds — " Of the same opinion are St Denys the 
Carthusian, Hugh of St Victor, Albertus Mag- 
nus, St Lewis of Granada, and many others in 
more recent times." 

But Cornelius and Saurez both say that they 
think that the tradition has not a certain founda* 
tion, because in the Council of Ephesus it was 
directed that care should be taken of the relics 
of the martyrs, and especially of the relics of 
St John. Pope Celestin the First also wrote to 
the Council about St John's relics'; and in the 
seventh general Council similar directions are 
found. But these facts seem to me to make the 
other way. This is what is said in the Council 
of Ephesus : " They burn with a desire of see- 
ing the relics of the victorious Martyrs, and 
especially the relics of the most blessed John 
the Divine and Evangelist, and with a desire of 
showing their affection for them." In Pope 
Celestin's letter are these words, " It becomes 
you most of all to consider this, and to call it 
to mind again and again, to whom the Apostle 
John preached, whose relics you possess and 
honour." Now Task any one, is it possible that 
primary relics of St John were in Ephesus in 
the year 431, and have since been lost ? Know- 



1 26 The Beloved Disciple, 

ing, as we do, the care which the Church takes 
of the relics of the Saints, is there the faintest 
possibility that reh'cs of St John's body have 
been lost since the great Council of Ephesus ? 
I maintain, therefore, that the relics referred to 
must be, without doubt, the secondary relics of 
St John which are now in our Holy Father's 
own Cathedral in Rome. 

The miraculous coat of St John, now kept 
safely there amongst his relics, would have a 
very special sacredness if it should be, as it well 
may be, the very coat that he wore, when he 
stood hand in hand with Mary beneath that 
stream of the Precious Blood which flowed down 
from Jesus on the Altar of His Cross. 

But, again, how is it that there has never been 
in the Church a primary relic of St John ? That 
there is not one in existence now, and that one 
has never been known to exist, are well-known 
facts of which people are told, when they in- 
quire about relics in Rome. 

There is only one reason that I can see. The 
relics of Mary and John, in the Church of St John 
Lateran, are alike, because that star-crowned 
Queen of Heaven and the Disciple whom Jesus 
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loved were alike in their lives, alike in their 
deaths, alike in the mystery of their Resurrec- 
tion. They were together beneath the Cross ; 
they were together for long years at Ephesus ; 
and now they are together in Heaven. " Even 
in death they were not divided." 



CHAPTER XI. 

HIS TARRYING. 

Ever since our Lord's Ascension a great my- 
stery has been hanging about St John. You 
can see it by the different rumours that went 
forth about him at different times. First, the 
brethren during St John*s own life thought that 
he would not die at all : " This saying, there- 
fore, went abroad among the brethren that that 
Disciple should not die." Next, some had a 
belief that he was lying asleep in his sepulchre. 
Of those who thought this, St Augustin, quoted 
by St Thomas Aquinas, speaks thus : " They say 
that John still lies in his sepulchre at Ephesus, 
but asleep, and not dead ; and they give as a 
proof that the soil over his grave is moist and 
watery with his breathing. But why should 
our Lord grant it as a great privilege to the 
Disciple whom He loved, that he should sleep 
so long a time in the body } He released Peter 
from the burden of the flesh by a glorious martyr- 
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dom, and gave him what Paul had longed for, 
when he said, ' I am straitened between two ; 
having a desire to be dissolved, and to be with 
Christ, a thing by far the better/ " After this 
there came the belief that St John was living in 
the body with Henoch and EHas, and that he 
would come back with them in the days of anti- 
christ. Saints believed and taught this ; such 
Saints as St Hippolytus, St Dorotheus, and St 
John of Damascus. All that time there must 
have been held by many the belief that after- 
wards prevailed, that he had been assumed into 
Heaven in soul and body. This was held strongly 
by St Peter Damian, as his own words most 
plainly testify. And certainly we may feel quite 
sure that St Peter, a Doctor of the Church, did 
not invent this belief; and, further, we may feel 
as sure that he had good grounds for believing it. 
His reason must have been that he thought it a 
tradition of the Church. And then, to crown all, 
St Thomas himself held it as a pious opinion. 
I will quote the exact words from Cornelius a 
Lapide : "Joannem resurrexisse pie quoque 
opinatur Divus Thomas." A pious opinion of 
St Thomas is to be treated by all with respect, 
and not to be lightly rejected by any. 
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Now it seems to me that St John must have 
some great work to do at the end of the world ; 
and I gather this from our Lord's words to St 
Peter, and also from the words of the Angel in 
the Apocalypse. Our Lord had just foretold to 
His Vicar the manner of his death. Then Peter 
looked round and saw John, who was sure not 
to be very far from his Divine Master. Peter^s 
great love for John made him ask our Lord 
about His Beloved Disciple, and say, " Lord, 
and what shall this man do } " Jesus answered, 
" If I will have him to remain till I come, what 
is that to thee?" And afterwards the Angel, 
who gave St John the book to eat, said to him, 
" Thou must prophesy again to many peoples 
and nations and tongues and kings." As the 
gifts of God are without repentance, so also are 
His words. And no words can be plainer to 
understand in one way, though more difficult to 
understand in another way, than these divine 
words in the tenth chapter of the Apocalypse. 
All God's revelations are divine, whether the 
words be spoken by Angels, or Prophets, or 
Psalmists, or Evangelists, or Apostles. John, 
jtherefore, has to prophesy again to nations and 
kings But he has not done so yet. The only 
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explanation of these words that has ever been 
given is that they may apply to his Gospel ; 
and that he may be said in that to prophesy to 
peoples and kings. But to me that explanation 
seems incredible. I cannot see how writing a 
Gospel can be prophesying to nations and 
tongues, if we take the word " prophesy " in its 
common meaning. And that seems to be the 
meaning it must bear in this place, for the 
Apocalypse is a prophecy, and it is said, " Thou 
must prophesy again," The original meaning 
of 7rpo(l>i]'n]($ was, of course, as every one knows, 
one who speaks for another, and, so, one who 
speaks for God or interprets His Will. But 
here the word must have, as I think, the second- 
ary meaning, which may be said to be generally, 
if not always, its meaning in the Bible, — that is, 
one who foretells events that will afterwards 
happen. And in this sense a Gospel, though it 
may here and there, as it were incidentally, 
foretell some events, cannot strictly be called a 
prophecy. 

But whatever St John may have to do, if he 
yet has anything to do, it must be something 
that can be done by a man, whose course is 
finished and whose fight is won, whose day of 
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grace and merit is over, and whose soul is look- 
ing on the Face of God. It must also be some- 
thing which will not interfere with the sudden- 
ness of our Lord's Coming. So Henoch and 
Elias have to prophesy, and be killed, and lie 
dead for three days and a half; and yet our 
Lord will come suddenly like a thief in the 
night, like the lightning, like the flood of water 
on the world, like the flood of brimstone and 
fire on Sodom and Gomorrha. How the signs 
of the Judgment are to be reconciled with the 
suddenness of His appearing I do not pretend 
to say; but I know that all His words are divine 
and eternal. He says, " Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but My words shall not pass away." 
He says also, " Watch ye, therefore, because ye 
do not know at what hour your Lord will come." 
" Wherefore, be ye also ready, because at what 
hour ye know not the Son of Man will come." 
" Watch ye, therefore, because ye know not the 
day nor the hour." 

That prophesying, if it should yet have to 
take place, and if this verse has not been ful- 
filled in some hidden way, would be like the 
work which Angels have already done for God 
in the world, for they, like John, have been 



His Tarrying, 133 

proved, and judged, and crowned, and their 
brightness has always been veiled lest it should 
dazzle and destroy those to whom they were 
sent. It is of faith that all Angels, except those 
that are lost, are in the Beatific Vision, and yet 
they have often appeared to men when God has 
sent them as His messengers ; as, for instance, 
to Adam and Eve when the Cherubim stood 
before Eden with their flaming swords, to Abra- 
ham, to Jacob, to Josue, to Manue, to David, to 
Tobias, to Zacharias, to Philip, to Peter in 
prison. Angels appeared to many at the Re- 
surrection and Ascension. I am not setting 
down all the appearances of Angels of which we 
know ; but there are two so remarkable that I 
must not omit them ; and in both these cases 
the Angels did a great work for God, and one 
that must have lasted for some time in the 
doing. An Angel appeared to all the children 
of Israel at Galgal, and actually spoke to them 
and reproved them. It is said, "When the 
Angel of the Lord spake these words to all the 
children of Israel, they lifted up their voice and 
wept." Then there was that splendid manifesta- 
tion of Angels recorded in the second book of 
Machabees. It seems to fill the room with light 
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as we read it, so bright is the shining of the 
golden armour. When Heliodorus, at the bid- 
ding of King Seleucus, went with his soldiers to 
sack the temple at Jerusalem, ** there appeared 
to them a horse with a terrible rider upon him, 
adorned with a very rich covering ; and he ran 
fiercely, and struck Heliodorus with his fore- 
feet ; and he that sat upon him seemed to have 
armour of gold. Moreover, there appeared two 
other young men, beautiful and strong, bright 
and glorious, and in glittering apparel, who 
stood by him on each side, and scourged him 
without ceasing with many stripes." Now all 
these Angels were in the Beatific Vision, and 
could neither suffer nor merit. 

Besides, since our Lady went to Heaven, she 
has often appeared and warned or consoled the 
Church. Many of the Saints, also, who are in 
the Vision of God have been seen by men. Why 
then may not St John, whose warfare is over, 
and whose crown is won, appear in the last 
days' against antichrist, whom he so sternly 
hated in all his manifestations, in behalf of 
Jesus whom he so faithfully loved } He would 
not be able to suffer and die like Henoch and 
Elias ; but our Lady, and Saints, and Angels, 
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who can neither merit nor suffer any more, have 
shown themselves to men, and witnessed for 
God. We know for certain that the Saints will 
take part in the judgment of the world and of 
Angels. St Paul says, " Know ye not that the 
Saints shall judge this world?" "Know ye 
not that we shall judge Angels ? " So that the 
work, which, I think, will then be given to St 
John to do, is not different in kind, but only in 
degree, from the work that other Saints in the 
Beatific Vision have done or will do. 

But, at any rate, as to his tarrying till our 
Lord's Coming, that seems to me to be plain 
and clear. Different ages have had great devo- 
tion to different Saints, according to the Will of 
God. The whole Church, at the beginning, had 
a most intense devotion to St John the Baptist. 
You have only to look at the Confiteor to be 
assured of this. " I confess to Almighty God, 
to blessed Mary, ever a Virgin, to blessed 
Michael the Archangel, to blessed St John the 
Baptist, to the holy Apostles, Peter and Paul, 
and to all Saints." There you see St John the 
Baptist mentioned between Michael and Peter, 
one being the mighty Archangel who, with his 
flaming sword, struck down Satan and his apes- 
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tate followers from the battJements of Heaven, 
and the other being the first and greatest of 
the Vicars of our Lord, on whom Jesus built the 
Church, to whom He gave the golden keys. And 
well might it be so, when through fire and blood, 
in dungeons and beneath the sword, through all 
violence of persecution and extremity of pain, 
the heart of the Church was stayed up by him. 
Then came the great devotion to St Joseph, a 
beautiful and hidden Saint, with an overshadow- 
ing love for the Church like the love of God, 
and with the fragrance of Libanus upon his gar- 
ments. But the days of antichrist will surely 
come, and the terrors of .the last times will 
come, when the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, shall stand in 
the holy place. Then the heart of the whole 
Church will turn, as I believe, to the Beloved 
Disciple as it has never turned before. There 
has always, indeed, been about him a strange 
attractiveness, because he is '* the Disciple whom 
Jesus loved." But only the last days will see 
the fulness of his glory. He has to tarry till 
our Lord's Coming. Let any one read his 
marvellous First Epistle, and see what he says 
about antichrist and the working of the anti- 
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christian spirit ; then he will know how fitted St 
John is to bear witness for his Lord in those 
fearful days that muSt be shortened if any flesh 
is to be saved, as our Lord says, " There shall 
be then great tribulation, such as hath not been 
from the beginning of the world till now, neither 
shall be. And unless those days had been 
shortened, no flesh should be saved ; but for the 
sake of the elect those days shall be shortened." 
Then will be revealed the mystery of the seventh 
trumpet. St John tells us of what he saw as 
six Angels sounded their trumpets ; but no word 
is said of what will be at the sounding of the 
seventh, save that the end will then come. " In 
the days of the voice of the seventh Angel, when 
he shall begin to sound his trumpet, the my- 
stery of God shall be finished, as He hath 
declared by His servants the prophets." Then 
also will be revealed what was said by the seven 
thunders, which God so mysteriously forbade 
John to write, just as he was going to do so ; 
''When the seven thunders had uttered their 
voices, I was about to write; and I heard a 
voice from Heaven saying to me. Seal up the 
things which the seven thunders have spoken, 
and write them not." 
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We have a glimpse of what this mystery is. 
St Bridget says in so many words, that she 
had learned by a revelation from God that the 
voices of those seven thunders were threaten- 
ings against the persecutors of the Church. If 
that be so, it may not be long before the secret 
is revealed; for never were the persecutors of 
the Church stronger or more reckless than now ; 
never were they filled with a greater hatred of 
our Lord, and His Vicar, and His servants. 
And Aretas says, that it is better for us that a 
knowledge of this mystery should be kept for 
the last days. I believe therefore that the pro- 
phesying of John, about which the Holy Ghost 
speaks, will be the revelation of the mystery of 
the seven thunders. It may be kept for him, 
and only for him, to tell that great secret of 
God to the world. For, whatever the Blessed 
may know about it in the Beatific Vision, it 
is certain that to him alone was it revealed on 
earth. 

But, however this may be, still our Lord will 
come suddenly when we least expect Him. For, 
first, it is the will of God that an impenetrable 
mystery should hang over all things that have 
to do with His next Coming. Secondly, these 
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things may be fulfilled in some hidden way, of 
which we do not dream, but of which we shall see 
the beauty and perfection when all is finished. 
Thirdly, though great signs and wonders will 
herald His Coming, we do not know that they 
will be seen by all. It may be that only a few 
will see them, as only a few heard the preaching 
of Noe before the flood. Henoch and Elias, the 
two witnesses, have to prophesy in sackcloth, 
and be killed, as I have just said ; but we do 
not know where or how that may happen. 
They might be lying dead somewhere at any 
moment without our knowing it. No one, 
therefore, can say how soon the last days may 
pass and the Son of Man be here; how soon 
that "wicked one" may "be revealed, whom 
the Lord Jesus will kill with the spirit of His 
mouth, and destroy with the brightness of His 
Coming." We cannot set things or opinions 
which are not certain against the clear words of 
our Lord about the suddenness of His Coming, 
where He tells us how swift, how unlooked-for, 
it will be. But in those last terrible days, if He 
should delay His appearing and if we should 
come to them slowly, devotion to St John, as I 
believe, will be at its height. And even if it did 
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not happen in this way, yet, after the Arch- 
angel's trumpet was heard, the faithful might 
turn to John as Peter turned to him at the Last 
Supper; and he could even then, in judging the 
persecutors of the Church, reveal the voice of 
the seven thunders. However it may be, the 
will of Jesus about him will be fulfilled, and his 
tarrying will be over. The faithful will lift up 
their hands and hearts to him in the time of 
desolation. The Eagle of the Apocalypse will 
soar in his splendour over the darkening world. 
The great enemy of our Lord will be driven 
down headlong. And he who remembers so well 
the last night of the life of his Divine Love, when 
upon Him came the Agony of the Passion, will 
help the Church of that Master in the terrors of 
antichrist, and in the supreme agony of the last 
hour. If our Lord will that he tarry till that 
time of His own Coming, it is for us to adore 
His Divine Wisdom. In the last night that 
ever came to Jesus, Peter beckoned to John, 
lying on His Breast, to ask about the traitor ; 
and in the last terrible night that will ever come 
to the Church of Jesus, it may be that the faith- 
ful, built upon Peter, and ever ruled by his 
successors, will look for help to that Beloved 
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Disciple, still lying on the Heart of Jesus, and 
beckon to him to ask his Lord and Love about 
the great traitor then revealed in the mystery of 
his iniquity, and then destroyed. To him these 
things were shown on earth by the Incarnate 
Wisdom of God. Thus perhaps will be fulfilled 
the words of the Holy Ghost by the Angel : 
"Thou must prophesy again to many nations 
and peoples and tongues and kings." At any 
rate he is now with his Master, waiting for 
that last hour, when the mystery of God shall 
be finished, and the Redeemed, in the light 
of the judgment, shall see the great triumph of 
their King. 

But, however these things may be, we cannot 
look into the hidden mysteries of God. All 
things are dark or dim till there fall upon them 
the infallible light of the Holy See. The Vicar 
of the Word Incarnate, and only he, can finally 
clear up all difficulties, and explain all mys- 
teries. And the Beloved Disciple is hidden in 
the mystery of the words of Jesus, and in the 
mystery of His loving silence. Now is the time 
of his tarrying ; now the greatness of his glory 
IS not seen. And whether our Lord come back 
very soon, or whether His Coming be delayed, I 
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do not think that the tarrying of John will be over 
till the days of antichrist are come ; and then 
the Church, in the agony of that terrible time, 
trampled on, trodden down, beaten, buffeted, 
scourged, crowned with thorns, like her Divine 
Spouse and King and God, will lift up her 
hands, in pleading sorrow and in hope, to the 
Beloved Disciple that he may ask Jesus for 
help. As the darkness overshadows her, as the 
great agony pierces her heart, she will turn to 
" the Disciple whom Jesus loved," to the Evan- 
gelist and Apostle who asked Him about the 
traitor in the night of His Passion. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



EPILOGUE, 



Many of the Saints have had a great and special 
devotion to St John. From their writings we 
know this to have been so with St Jerome, St 
Ambrose, St Augustin, St John Chrysostom, St 
Gregory Nazianzen, St Peter Damian, and St 
Bernard. To St Gertrude and to St Bridget of 
Sweden he appeared again and again in vision. 
Of our own St Edward, the Confessor, it is said 
in the Breviary : *' He had a wonderful devotion 
to the Evangelist John, and never refused any- 
thing to any one who asked for it in John's 
name. Once St John appeared to him in a 
beggar's dress, and asked an alms in his own 
name. The king had no money, but he took a 
ring from his finger and gave it to the asker. 
The Saiiit soon afterwards sent the ring back to 
Edward, with a message that he would soon die. 
The king, after many prayers, died in great 
sanctity on the very day foretold by the Evan- 
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gelist." St Edmund of Canterbury, another 
great English Saint, had also a very intense 
devotion to Si' John, as will be seen from two 
prayers composed by him. The first is to St 
John alone; the next to our Lady and St John. 

" O holy and blessed John, Apostle and 
Evangelist of God, who wast chosen, a Virgin, 
by our Lord, and wast more loved than all, 
obtain for me from our Lord the gift which was 
given to thee, that I may have a happy and 
bright death, and may finish my life in the true 
faith, in firm hope, in perfect charity, with my 
mind clear and my senses unimpaired; and 
after a good confession, fortified with the Viati- 
cum of salvation, and with the last anointing ; 
having in my heart a thirsting desire to see the 
beautiful Face of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

" O Mary, undefiled and ever-blessed, Virgin- 
Mother of God, thou, with whom no creature 
can be compared, thou most pleasing temple of 
God, thou Sanctuary of the Holy Ghost, thou 
gate of the Kingdom of Heaven, by whom after 
God the world has life, incline the ears of thy 
kindness to my unworthy prayers, and be in all 
things a merciful aid to me a sinner, O most 
blessed John, dear friend of Christ, who by the 
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same Lord Jesus Christ wast chosen, a Virgin, 
and wast more loved than all ; thou who wast 
filled with heavenly mysteries above all others, 
and wast made His most illustrious Apostle 
and Evangelist ; thee also I invoke with Mary, 
the Mother of our Saviour, that with her thou 
wouldest deign to give me thy help, O, ye 
two glories of the Heavenly Kingdom, Mary 
and John ; ye two lights shining with unearthly 
splendour before God ; drive away by your rays 
the clouds of my sins. Ye are those two in whom 
God the Father, by His Only Son, specially 
made an abode for Himself; and in whom the 
Only-Begotten Son of the Father, on account 
of the merit of spotless virginity, confirmed the 
privilege of His love as He was hanging on the 
Cross, saying to one : " Woman, behold thy 
son;" and to the other, "Son, behold thy 
mother." In this sweetness of most holy love, 
in which by the mouth of our Lord ye were 
joined together, as Mother and Son, I, a sinner, 
commend to you two, this day, my body and 
my soul and my life ; that in every hour and 
moment, within and without, ye may deign to 
be my faithful guardians and merciful interces- 
sors with God. For I believe firmly, and con- 

K 
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fess undoubtingly, that ye always will what God 
wills, and always hate what God hates ; where- 
fore, whatever ye ask from Him, ye obtain 
without delay. By your great dignity, by your 
great power, obtain for me health of body and 
soul. Help me, I pray, help me by your glorious 
prayers that the life-supporting Spirit of God 
may deign to visit my heart and dwell in it ; 
that He may purify my soul from all stain of 
sin, and adorn it with holy virtues ; that He may 
make it perfect, now and ever, in the love of 
God and my neighbour. And after this life is 
ended may He, the most merciful Paraclete, the 
most bountiful Giver of grace, bring me to the 
eternal joys of the elect ; Who, being consub- 
stantial and co-eternal with the Father and the 
Son, liveth and reigneth with Them, Almighty 
God, in the midst of His Saints." 

These are two exceedingly beautiful prayers, 
and they show the great devotion of St Edmund 
to our Lady and St John. As a faithful son of 
my holy Father Charles, I copy the following 
sequence from the Ambrosian Missal : " It is 
fitting and right and profitable that we should 
give thanks to Thee, Eternal God, whilst calling 
to mind the merits of Thy blessed Evangelist 
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John, whom our Lord Jesus Christ not only 
always adorned with special beauty of grace, 
but, when He was hanging on the Cross, gave 
in His love as a son instead of Himself to Mary, 
as if John had inherited His place. Even to 
such a height of honour did Thy Divine Good- 
ness raise him, that from being a fisherman he 
was made a Disciple ; and, passing the limits of 
what is given to other men, far more clearly 
than others saw with his eye and told with 
his voice, the very Divinity of Thy Word with- 
out beginning." 

Once more ; St Gertrude asked our Lord how 
she could show her gratitude to St John, and 
our Lord answered her thus : " If any one will 
say an Our Father every day in honour of this 
Apostle, reminding him of the faithfulness that 
filled his heart when he learnt this prayer from 
My Lips, he will be sure to obtain for such a 
one the gift of persevering in sanctifying grace 
to the end of his life." Comparing the great- 
ness of this promise with the easiness of the 
task, it is surely worlh every one's while to say 
this Our Father in honour of St John. 

Blessed Angela of Foligno also had a great 

devotion to St John. The twelfth Chapter of 
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her Visions is as follows : " I asked the blessed 
Mother of Christ an4 the holy Evangelist John, 
by the grief which they had felt themselves, to 
get for me some sure sign by which I might 
always be able to keep the Passion of our Lord 
in my thoughts/' And in the fifteenth Chapter 
she says : " I fixed my desire on St John and on 
the Virgin-Mother of God, keeping them always 
in my thoughts. I dwelt much upon this, and 
asked them, by the sorrow which they felt in 
the Passion of our Lord, to get for me the grace 
to feel the sorrow of that same Passion, or at 
least their sorrow. They obtained for me this 
grace by their prayers. And once holy John 
put so great a pain in my heart that it was 
among the greatest pains which I ever felt. It 
was also granted to me to understand that 
holy John suffered such intense grief about 
the Passion and Death of our Lord, and about 
the sorrow of His Mother, that I thought him 
more than a Martyr. I still think the same 
about him." 

Indeed this Apostle used constantly to ap- 
pear to St Gertrude. Once she saw him as they 
were singing in the choir, " Iste est Joannes qui 
supra pectus Domini in ccena recubuit : iste est 
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discipulus quern diligebat Jesum." Of this ap- 
pearance, the Saint says, *' He seemed to be 
encompassed with a new light of glory, which 
distinguished him from all the other Saints. 
For this they praised God with their whole 
souls, and this praise made the blessed John 
rejoice greatly." 

Once again let me say that, if there be any 
little good in me, it is all owing to this sweet 
Evangelist. If I have any desire for the glory 
of God, the Ever-Blessed Trinity, St John has 
given it to me. If I have any love for our 
Divine Saviour, infinitely merciful, infinitely 
pitiful, any love for His Sacred Heart and Pre- 
cious Blood, I owe it to St John. If I have any 
love for the Mother of God, the refuge of sin- 
ners and help of Christians, this also is his gift. 
I should never have desired to do anything for 
the souls in Purgatory, or to save the souls of 
my brethren in the world, but for him. If I 
desire to be always entirely in accordance with 
the mind and the spirit of the Church, and if I 
love and reverence the Holy Father as our 
Lord's Vicar, and submit my soul and con- 
science most unreservedly, most utterly, to his 
infallible voice, without question and without 
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measure, not only as to the faith itself, but 
as to all questions, opinions, and facts in the 
natural order which affect that faith's integrity, 
and so imperil souls for whom Jesus died, it is 
because of what I have learnt from the Beloved 
Disciple. It was his description of the Heavenly 
City that first made me have a longing to reach 
it, to pass through a gate of pearl in the jasper 
wall, and to see the golden pavement and the 
tree of healing and the river of the water of life, 
clear as crystal, and the Throne of God and the 
Lamb. His thrilling words have hung ever 
round me from the beginning of my life, some- 
times keeping me from sin, sometimes saving 
me from sin into which I have fallen. And 
from him I have learnt to wish for the Coming 
of our Lord, and to wait for Him, and to say, 
Amen ; Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy and blessed Saint, it is for this that I 
thank thee ; for this that I praise thee ; for this 
that I give thee my worship and my love. 
Thou art in thy peerless majesty before the 
Eternal Throne, in the Temple and City of God ; 
and I am in the darkness and misery of the 
world which once thou didst tread beneath 
thy feet. Thy love is perfect, and my heart is 
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cold ; thy joy is perfect, and my soul is full of 
weariness ; thy peace is perfect, and the great 
storm is ever shaking me on my way ; thy holi- 
ness is perfect, and I am encompassed with 
temptations and sins, sitting in sackcloth and 
ashes. But by the mercy of God and the 
merits of Jesus, whom thou didst love with such 
a burning love, I trust one day to see thee in 
the light of the Heavenly City, when Peter, thy 
friend, opens the gate for me with his golden 
keys. Then thou wilt tell me thyself what thou 
didst see in the night of the Passion, and on 
Calvary, and at the Sepulchre ; thou wilt speak 
of those wondrous days of love and holy fear, 
when Jesus, glorified but unascended, came to 
Mar>' in thy home ; and of those sweet years 
when the same Mary, Mother of God and Queen 
of Heaven, lived with thee at Ephesus in an- 
other home of thine ; and I shall hear from thy 
own lips about thy fearful sufferings for the love 
of Jesus in Patmos, now and for evermore to 
me the most sacred Island in the world, a pre- 
cious stone in the blue girdle of the sea. 

The Confessors are ever praising God ; and 
they rejoice that amongst them there is not one 
greater than thou. The Doctors, in the light of 
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their perfect science, rejoice in thee, their mighty 
teacher, and wonder at the greatness of thy 
knowledge and the brightness of thy eagle-gaze. 
The Virgins in the Garden of the King love thee 
with a great love ; and are lifted up with glad- 
ness, because in all the brightness of their pure 
choir, there is no soul so bright and so pure as 
thine, thou Emerald and Lily of the Paradise 
of God. The Martyrs in their red apparel are 
worshipping before the Throne of the Lamb, 
who came with dyed raiment Himself from Bosra; 
and they gather round thee with joy and love 
thee, because thou didst drink of thy Master's 
cup, and wast baptized with His baptism of 
blood. Thy martyrdom in will, at the Latin 
gate, has for ever clothed thee in red raiment like 
theirs. The Virgin-Martyrs, so dear to Jesus, 
so dear to Mary, so blessed in their likeness to 
the King and Queen of the Redeemed, are with 
thee for ever, and see thee, the most glorious of 
all in that choir of love and beauty, than which 
there is none more glorious save the Hierarchy 
of the Incarnation lifted up in its splendour and 
its majesty beside the Throne. Abel, Jeremias, 
St John the Baptist, St Paul, St Stephen, St 
Lawrence, St Agnes, St Katharine, St Cecilia, 
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and many more like these heroic souls that 
walked with Jesus here in white and were faith- 
ful untp death, are round thee in the light of the 
day, wondering at thee for thy glory, and loving 
thee for thy love. They are all white and ruddy 
like their Divine Spouse ; white because of their 
purity, ruddy because of the blood of their mar- 
tyrdoms ; but amongst them no raiment is so 
ruddy as thine, nor, as thine, is any so gleaming 
and so white. 

Even amongst the Evangelists thou art an 
Eagle ; and, amongst the Apostles, '* the Dis- 
ciple whom Jesus loved." Thy throne is high 
and lifted up even in the great Hierarchy of the 
Incarnation ; amongst those who are closest to 
the Thrones of Jesus and Mary ; amongst those 
who are nearest and dearest to God. There the 
Seraphim love thee for thy charity ; and the 
Cherubim love thee for thy marvellous wisdom ; 
and the mighty Thrones love thee for thy strength. 
Mary loves thee with a great love, as she looks 
in thy face, and remembers the old days and the 
mingled darkness and light that hung over Cal- 
vary and Ephesus, and on the way that was lead- 
ing straight up to the City of the King. Jesus, 
too, loves thee with a great love, as He thinks of 
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the night of the Passion, and the darkness of 
Calvary, and thy love for Mary. He is God, 
and, as '* the gifts and calling of God are with- 
out repentance," thou art still that thrice-blessed 
Disciple whom He loved most of all. Thou art 
very dear to the Eternal Father, and to the 
Eternal Son, and to the Holy Ghost : the Ever- 
Blessed Trinity loves thee with a great love. 

To what shall I compare thee, thou mighty 
Apostle ? To what shall I equal thee, thou 
Saint of the Sacred Heart ? Great as the sea is 
thy glory. The morning that can never pass 
away has come to thee, and thou art with Jesus 
on the eternal shore. Thou drinkest with Him 
the New Wine in the Kingdom of His Father, 
and thy Food for ever is the sight of His Face 
and the Vision of God. The King honours 
thee with great honour amongst the Princes of 
His Kingdom. He keeps thee at His side, and 
gives thee thy robe of many colours. There, 
where the light is lightest, and the glory of the 
sea of fire is brightest ; there, where the flowers 
of Paradise are most fragrant, and where there is 
the most lustrous gleaming of the golden Pave- 
ment and the Sapphire-Throne; there, where 
the crystal River is clearest, and the Tree of 
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Life most laden with fruit ; there, where the 
praise from the golden harps is loudest, and the 
melody of the New Song of the Redeemed is 
sweetest ; beneath the uttermost splendour of 
the emerald Rainbow and the amber Dome ; thy 
throne is set, in its majesty and strength and 
sweetness ; a throne ol light and of fragrance, 
wonderful for its beauty where all are beautiful, 
wonderful for its brightness where all are bright ; 
a throne which the Incarnate Wisdom has given 
to thee, the Disciple whom He loved. 

I love thee with all my heart, O thou Friend 
of Jesus ; keep for me any place where I may 
see thy glory. I worship thee with all my 
heart, O thou lover of Mary ; help me on my 
way, that I may one day see that star-crowned 
Queen on her throne, and hear the sweetness of 
her voice. I am in the desert, bring me to the 
flowers of Paradise ; I am in the darkness, bring 
me to the light ; for there is the Home of God, 
and there He shows Himself to His servants. 
Fill my soul with a " thirst for the living and 
strong God," that I may have a great desire to 
come into His Presence, and " see Him as He 
is." Bring me, dearest Saint, to the Vision of 
God, where I shall see His Face, and have His 
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Name on my forehead, and be ever before His 
Throne, and serve Him day and night in His 
Temple ; the great Temple of eternity, to which 
thou wilt lead me, that I may go out from it no 
more for ever. 



As the Church, guided by the Holy Ghost, 
sets the last Gospel like a seal upon the Sacrifice 
of the Mass, so I may venture to end this book, 
my little gift to "the Disciple whom Jesus 
loved,'* with his own words, thus honour^ by 
the Bride of Christ But what are we to think 
of words thus chosen out from all the Sacred 
Scriptures to sound in our ears at the end of the 
Holy Sacrifice ? The Angels and the Redeemed 
Saints, as they stand white-robed and golden- 
crowned in the Vision of God, bow down with 
reverence and love before such words as these : 
" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made by Him ; and without Him was made 
nothing that was made. In Him was life ; and 
the life was the light of men; and the light 
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shineth in darkness ; and the darkness compre- 
hended it not. There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John, This man came for a 
witness to give witness of the light, that all 
might believe through him. He was not the 
light, but came to give witness of the light. 
That was the true light which enlighteneth 
every man that cometh into this world. He 
was in the world, and the world was made by 
Him, and the world knew Him not. He came 
to His own, and His own received Him not. 
But as many as received Him, to them He gave 
power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe in His name ; who are born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of Gqd. And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His 
glory, the glory as it were of the only-begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth." 
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